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Comments of the Month 


AMORA 


“FREE Ports” For REFUGEES 


ie REPORTS now being released by the War 
Refugee Board concerning its activities in Europe 
have a ring of rather desperate self-justification in 
them. One feels that the heads of this body are 
deeply aware of how late they were permitted to 
begin work. They know how urgent it is, not only 
in order to save the remaining Jews from the 
mounting danger in Europe, but also to save our 
own credit, that everything possible be done at 
this late hour. And it is partly owing to this 
feeling, no doubt, that the War Refugee Board has 
been able to report certain acts of rescue. 


Boat-loads of refugees from Rumania have begun 
to arrive in Palestine. It is apparent that transit 
through Turkey has been made freer, and that 
through the efforts of the War Refugee Board and 
the American Embassy in Ankara, an increased num- 
ber of Jews are being permitted to come through. The 
Board reports also that the Jews surviving in concen- 
tration areas in Transnistria have been enabled to 
escape from what many feared would be certain 
death at the hands of the retreating Germans. It is 
indicated that these Jews are now somewhere in 
Rumania, and the War Refugee Board is no doubt 
making every effort to assist them to complete safety 
in Palestine. 

It indicates the earnestness of the War Refugee 
Board, and its desire to retrieve a situation that has 
brought shame upon our own United States and the 
United Nations generally, that the Board is now giv- 
ing serious consideration to a suggestion that “free 
ports” be established, where refugees may stay tem- 
porarily without being formally admitted as immig- 
rants into our country. This is an additional step by 
the Board toward meeting all those suggestions of 
Jewish organizations which were not deemed prac- 
ticable by the ill-starred Bermuda Conference. The 
American Jewish Conference and other bodies had 
long demanded that, if it proved too difficult to alter 
the administrative regulations of American immig- 
ration authorities or to take steps through Congress 
for a more generous policy towards refugees during 
this emergency, some way be found to bring refugees 
in on a temporary basis, perhaps under conditions 
analogous to those of prisoners of war. It had never 
been thought that this step was essential in order to 
find “havens” for a large number of refugees who 
would otherwise have nowhere to go. The import- 
ance of the suggestion was rather of a moral nature: 
the United States could approach neutral countries to 
admit refugees with a far better grace if it had al- 
ready declared its willingness to open its own doors. 
Specifically, it was thought that Great Britain might 





be more willing to listen to American suggestions 
that the White Paper be dropped as an obstacle to 
admitting refugees into Palestine, if she could not 
argue that the United States immigration regulations 
constituted a White Paper policy of a kind in them- 
selves. 

As long as the United States policy was only to 
provide for refugees who had already succeeded in 
escaping to neutral countries, there was little hope, 
practically speaking, of having the American doors 
opened. In view of the small number of refugees of 
this type, it could be argued that the American im- 
migration policy was not impeding the work of 
refugee relief. The situation did not change very 
much even in the first days after the War Refugee 
Board was established. There was some feeling, ap- 
parently, that the Board’s function was only to save 
relatively small numbers, who might easily be taken 
care of within the twenty to thirty thousand refugee 
visas available in Palestine, together with the possi- 
bilities of asylum in a few other small havens. All 
this was changed, however, by the Nazi march into 
Hungary. It became clear to everyone that a real 
rescue project would have to bring about the evacu- 
ation of as many Jews as possible of more than a 
million in Hungary, Rumania, and Bulgaria. 

How many of these endangered Jews the War 
Refugee Board will succeed in saving only time can 
tell. However, the fact that the Board is thinking 
seriously about opening up “free ports” in the United 
States where refugees could be kept outside the 
ordinary immigration regulations is an encouraging 
sign that the Board hopes to rescue a considerable 
number: more, certainly, than could be accommo- 
dated under the White Paper visas available. The 
“free port” version of the suggestion that refugees be 
admitted for the duration under a special status is a 
happy thought which occurred to Samuel Grafton, 
columnist of the New York Post; it proposes another 
“legal” analogy, in addition to that of prisoners of 
war, under which the admission of refugees to this 
country could be arranged without conflict with 
either the laws or administration of our immigration 
policy. The suggestion is that, just as certain goods 
in international trade are granted bonded storage in 
our ports without going through our customs offices 
until such a time as they are trans-shipped elsewhere, 
so refugees be brought here and kept stored away 
until after the war without going through our immi- 
gration offices, until they can be trans-shipped else- 
where for permanent settlement. Like the suggestion 
that refugees be given the same status as prisoners of 
war, the parallel with goods in international trade is 
more than a little shocking. 





Shocking or not, however, generous or not—if 
putting the piea for temporary asylum on this basis 
can make it acceptable to some of the circles in the 
American government whose humanity is inhibited 
by their phobia about immigrants, then the “free 
ports” idea should receive every support; and even if 
the idea is applied in Palestine, where Jews have 
been solemnly told they could be admitted “as of 
right and not on sufferance,” then let it be so ap- 
plied, for the rescue of hundreds of thousands of 
Jews in immediate and mortal danger in the Balkans. 


AMERICAN JEWISH TRADE UNION 
COMMITTEE For PALESTINE 


je American Jewish Trade Union Committee for 
Palestine is a significant advance along the road 
which the American Jewish labor movement entered 
into twenty years ago, when Max Pine and other 
Jewish labor leaders organized its support for Jew- 
ish labor in Palestine. What was then a bold 
step, in view of dogmatic prejudices prevailing 
among certain Jewish labor leaders in America 
toward the return of Jews to Palestine, has since 
then grown into a deep bond with the Histadrut, 
a steadily broadening understanding of the social 
and economic activities of Jewish labor in Palestine, 
and a high appreciation of the role which the Jewish 
community has played during the past ten catas- 
trophic years in rescuing Jews from Europe. 

Twenty years of sympathy and concern on the part 
of the American Jewish labor movement for the 
future of its people and for the work being done in 
its name in Palestine have now led to an important 
new development. What Jewish labor has done in 
Palestine is not an isolated and independent activity; 
not only the theory and the plans of Jewish workers, 
but history itself has bound up Jewish colonization in 
Palestine with the fundamental questions of the sur- 
vival and future of the Jews. In a certain sense, one 
may say that those aspects of the Histadrut which 
found such sympathy and admiration among non- 
Zionists previously, its so-called experiments in social 
and economic organization, now become secondary 
to the tragic problem of Jewish survival, so sharply 
posed today. Far more Jews than one might imagine 
are now casting up an account, in the privacy of their 
conscience and in the light of recent events, concern- 
ing the question of our survival; and the conclusions, 
one may be certain, are far more profound and much 
more far-reaching than many public statements and 
declarations would lead one to suppose. It is not sur- 
prising, therefore, that a group of outstanding Jewish 
labor leaders have now come out openly and plainly 
in support of a Jewish Commonwealth in Palestine. 
Jewish workers, fully and deeply aware of the catas- 
trophe that has befallen us in Europe, have pro- 
foundly felt their people’s wounds, the loss of four 
million brothers within two years, and they clearly see 
the perils which still menace us everywhere, knowing 
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from their own experience how the venom of hatred 
has permeated our society: how, then, is it possible 
that such workers should not have come to an honest 
and serious accounting of our Jewish situation? And 
in that accounting, how could they fail to set over 
against the appalling list of our losses that heroic, 
though still difficult and precarious achievement 
of Jewish Palestine? Could Jewish workers, who are 
themselves accustomed to learn from experience and 
to think freely rather than according to the para- 
graphs of a petrified dogma, permit themselves to 
stand aside when that hope was itself endangered? 

The American Jewish Trade Union Committee 
has now issued a declaration which says in clear, un- 
ambiguous words: “The freedom-loving world which 
is now fighting against Hitler will not have done its 
duty to civilization if it does not free the Jews from 
homelessness. The evil now being done can be made 
good only by the abolition of the White Paper policy 
and the reconstruction of Palestine as a free and 
democratic Jewish Commonwealth.” These words 
are the conviction of hundreds of thousands of Jew- 
ish workers. We know that they are not a recently 
acquired conviction, for the Jewish worker in 
America has long understood the contemporary 
tragedy of Jewish life, and welcomed the rise of a 
new Jewish community built in freedom and self- 
reliance. Yet there has been no public statement of 
this nature by Jewish workers. Those who spoke in 
their name did not always fully express what they 
felt and hoped as Jews. It may be said that the aver- 
age Jewish worker in the United States, who had 
never heard of or had long forgotten the crude 
anti-Zionist arguments of the Polish Jewish Workers’ 
Alliance, simply failed to understand the hair-split- 
ting warnings by certain spokesmen for Jewish labor 
that Zionism was not in accord with accepted Socialist 
doctrine. 

Now, at last, the Jewish worker has spoken for 
himself. At atime when the “representatives” in this 
country of the Polish Jewish Workers’ Alliance are 
identifying themselves more and more closely with 
the viewpoint of the timorous Jewish plutocrats in the 
“American Council for Judaism,” the spokesmen of 
hundreds of thousands of Jewish trade unionists in 
America have openly declared themselves in support 
of the national aspirations shared by the bulk of Jews 
in this country. It was inevitable: that Jewish Social- 
ist sect which began its history by declaring that 
“Messiah and Judaism are dead” had at last to unite 
with the clique of millionaires whose spiritual ances- 
tors were those “Protest Rabbiner” who fought 
Herzl; and the working Jewish masses were equally 
bound to join hands with their brothers that have 
shown with stubborn faith and effective deed, that, in 
the words of “Hatikvah”: “Our hope is not yet lost.” 

The present war has shown us who are the true 
bearers of national loyalty and the will to freedom. 
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Everywhere, from besieged England to the occupied 
countries of Europe, the working class stood in the 
front ranks of the fight for national liberty. It is 
natural, therefore that we find the deepest under- 
standing for our national aspirations among the 
Socialist and labor parties. Unhappy historic condi- 
tions estranged a part of the Jewish labor movement 
from our national strivings. The founding of the 
American Jewish Trade Union Committee testifies 
that the last barriers are about to fall. Hearty con- 
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gratulations are due to those Jewish trade union 
leaders, under the leadership of Max Zaritsky, the 
energetic initiator of the Committee, and one of the 
first Jewish labor leaders to draw the inevitable polit- 
ical consequences from the beginning made twenty 
years ago, for their act of courage and solidarity. We 
are certain that the new Committee, which speaks in 
the name of hundreds of thousands of workers, will 
now begin to take a foremost place in the fight for 
our right to Palestine. 


A Year Has Passed 


by H. 


The above address was delivered by the Yiddish 
poet, Leivick, at the April 19, 1944, Memorial Meet- 
ing held in Carnegie Hall, New York City, to com- 
memorate the anniversary of the Warsaw ghetto 
uprising. 


A YEAR HAS passed since the Jewish uprising 
against the Germans took place in the ghetto— 
an event of which we hardly yet know the effect upon 
ourselves. We still have no words to describe that 
event. We do not know what to call it—resistance, 
revolt, or some other, loftier name: for whatever 
name we give it, the simple fact itself will transcend 
all our words, and fill us with wonder and fear, with 
prayer, with an upsurge of rebellion—and with the 
consciousness of guilt. Qur own lives have become 
transfigured for us, and must be understood anew 
and justified in a new way. For we must all seek to 
justify ourselves, out of the shame that fills us with a 
deep and painful self-consciousness. And who knows 
how long we shall have to feel shamed and guilty, 
till that day when we will be worthy of opening our 
lips and saying: Brothers who died in the ghettos, we 
wish to glory in the proud day of your uprising; to be 
worthy to eulogize your death; to be worthy to live in 
the honor of your martyrdom; to live in your name. 

Have we today, or do we deserve today the right to 
live in the name of the fallen?—That is what we ask 
ourselves in these days, and that is the question that 
plagues our nights. That, too, is what we must ask 
ourselves here and everywhere, wherever we are as- 
sembled. For wherever we may be, they, the dead, 
are present and surround us. They touch our heads 
and embrace our shoulders. How, then, should our 
knees fail to buckle under the demands of their con- 
secrated presence? 

We, witnesses from afar, we who can only com- 
memorate, who dare to continue alive, should we not 
bow down to the earth in deep sorrow and guilty 
silence? 

For what are words? If we held the keys of resur- 
rection, keys that could break open the very heart of 
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death, we would plunge them into the heart of all 
words, too, and we would split open and cleave and 
explode those words as atoms are split open. For 
how can we tolerate the wholeness and the calmness 
of words? And the quiet of life itself, when the soul 
of our people is so deeply riven, so torn within and 
without; when the body of our people lies on the 
hard stone altar of the world and is ripped open and 
is ripped apart? 

Do we all know what it means to be torn apart 
from within? Are we not ourselves sometimes those 
who destroy our own people from within, who barter 
away its faith, culture, literature; who lay waste its 
treasures, its dreams of redemption; and who call 
down upon its life the darkness of finality, the mists 
of self-denial and surcease? 

And do we know what it means to be ripped open 
from without? That we know, and it will long 
rankle in our memory. No matter how the peoples 
may try to justify themselves before us, we shall not 
cease to cry out our death wail and our call for ven- 
geance against the Nazi murderers, that call which 
consumes our own hearts. For we curse the condition 
of the times that has filled our heart, once given over 
to visions of redemption, filled it full and overflow- 
ing with demands for vengeance. 

So wretched, so unworthy an exchange: instead of 
redemption, revenge. So wretched an exchange! 

We shall not forgive the world, nor ourselves, that 
the calls of the Jewish fighters in the ghettos did not 
reach us in time, that we sat quietly here when our 
brothers there were leaping into flames, facing the 
enemy with feeble weapons but with strong hearts, 
throwing themselves upon tanks and artillery, plung- 
ing from burning roofs rather than submit. 

That rebellion which last year swept over the Jews 
in Warsaw—let it now sweep over us all. Let the 
dead arise and confront us, let them ask: Where were 
your throats when the cursed enemy cut ours? For 
even before the uprising the enemy had slaughtered 
millions of Jews like sheep, silent, submissive, and 
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lost. Towards those who died without resistance, in 
powerless dread and in throttled silence, towards 
them our guilt is still greater. Their death cannot be 
redeemed by any act. Not by repentance, not by re- 
morse. We mention them in the same breath with 
those who died heroically, and as we say their names, 
we shudder and are utterly ashamed. They call to us 
from all the earths, from all the graves, and from 
under all the stones. Quiet like grass, they stretched 
out upon the earth, cut down in stillness. Their still- 
ness fills all our life, it fills the whole world. 


The world, what should that word mean? If our 
people is allowed to die, then the whole world is a 
dead thing. If the world permits our people to be 
slaughtered and does not hasten to rescue it and open 
all its doors to it, can the world itself really wish to 
be saved? If the world closes even the doors of that 
land which the Jews have cherished for thousands of 
years with an ardent longing and in the last genera- 
tion have rebuilt it from desolation, the Land of 
Israel—then the world also closes the doors which 
might lead to its liberation and redemption. 

There is no salvation for the world if it leaves 
our people unredeemed and unfree, if the blood of 
our people does not touch the heart of the world like 
God's fire. 

The uncommon fate of our people has in the past 
year, through the ghetto uprising, been even height- 
ened in its distinctiveness. Us.iqueness has always 
been a feature of our history, whether it took 
the form of burning at the stake in the name of the 
Lord, cherishing the vision of Messianic redemption, 
marching in the front ranks of the revolutionary 
struggle for a socialist world, opening up the waste- 
lands of Palestine to new growth, fighting resolutely 
on all anti-Nazi fronts, and in the valiant armies of 
Soviet Russia, America, and England. All attempts to 
explain our history glibly and in conventional terms 
fail in the face of every act of self-dedication, every 
self-sacrifice of a partisan. But the many moments of 
glory in our history found their fullest expression in 
the ghetto uprising. Let us call that expression a 
miracle, the miracle of heroism, of the heroism 
which lay in the depths of our people’s spirit, in its 
faith, its Torah, its culture, its literature, and its 
movements of liberation. 


We are unable to grasp this revelation of heroism. 
We stand before it unprepared, for out of our placid 
smugness it has called us to duty, roused in us a long- 
ing, and filled our limbs with unrest. For surely they 
fought for us, American Jews, too in that uprising; 
they consecrated our names, too, and exalted our gen- 
eration of decline and united us again with the Jew- 
ish bond of freedom, of prophetic justice, of proud, 
creative, and genuine national culture. They have 
cut deep into our hearts the seal of Jewish fate. 

Little Jewish children helped their fathers and 
mothers carry on the revolt in Warsaw. They carried 
bullets, and scraps of bread, and water to their fathers, 
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the fighters, the resisters. They showed extraordinary 
heroism and self-sacrifice, those starved, tattered, and 
disease-ridden little boys and girls. They went into 
the flames and they died there. How shall we hallow 
their memory? In what way? What worthy monu- 
ment can we erect for them? 

I dreamed a dream on Passover; let us all dream it. 
On the Seder night of this Passover, the Prophet Eli- 
jah came to the ruins of the Warsaw Ghetto as he 
comes every year, to enter Jewish doors that stand 
open before him, to come into the houses and taste 
the cup filled with wine in his honor. He came once 
more, the old Prophet Elijah, for he may not change 
his way. But this time most of the Jewish houses 
were burnt and the streets were devastated. Here and 
there a building remained, but in those buildings, 
too, there were no Jews. Nazis, Germans, Hitlers 
had occupied the Jewish homes in Warsaw. The 
good old Prophet Elijah approached a little house 
where a Jew, Reb Israel, had lived the year before. 
He wished to enter the house but the door was closed. 
He knocked and a voice answered: Go away, Israel 
lives here no longer; here lives a pure Aryan, Adolf 
Fritz. Old Prophet Elijah knocked again and said: I 
will not hear such words on this night. No one can 
destroy Israel’s home. The Seder must take place as 
always, with its matzot, its bitter herbs, its cups of 
wine, and whatever may happen this night, I shall 
not cease calling: Open, open! And when Adolf 
Fritz would not open, the Prophet Elijah tore open 
the door himself and he came in and sat at the head 
of the table, in my dream, and he took the cup which 
stood there full since the year before, he took the cup 
of my dream and poured it with one fling over all the 
walls. And this fling meant the old call: Pour out 
Thy wrath! Pour out Thy wrath! And as he said it 
there was a tumult, a tempest: from out of all the 
graves, from out of old ditches there rose up the dead 
Jews, and the slaughtered, burnt little children came 
out, and they called out, and they swore once more 
the oath that all the Warsaw Jews had sworn at the 
time of the uprising; and they tell us to echo that 
oath: We swear all of us, to consecrate the name of 
the Lord, here or elsewhere, in settled places or in the 
forest, on land or on sea, in life or in death, to fight 
against the Nazi until his memory shall be wiped 
from off the face of the earth. We swear all of us not 
to submit while in us there is breath. Amen. 
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Blue-Printing Germany’s Future 


by Alfred Werner 


i OREOVER, I BELIEVE,’ Marcus Portius Cato 

kept saying, “that Carthage must be de- 
stroyed.” He did not have to read any books, or 
rather papyrus scrolls, dealing with the problem of 
“What to do with Carthage.” For him, and for most 
of his fellow-Romans, the case was simple and clear: 
the enemy city must be razed to the ground. 

If a modern “Cato” were to consult the New York 
Public Library, he would find more than seventy 
books and pamphlets endeavoring to solve the prob- 
lem for him of “How to treat the Germans.” For 
there is hardly a topic that lends itself to so much 
day-dreaming and wishful thinking, unlimited 
scheming and planning, as the future of Germany. 
Not only former Berlin correspondents or exiled 
German politicians, but scores of businessmen, law- 
yers, and clergymen rack their brains to find the 
right, the only solution of the problem of the world’s 
Public Enemy No. 1. There is hardly a magazine, 
from the Yale Review down to the cheapest slick 
paper, that has not opened its columns to a discussion 
of that topic. Editors of daily papers say that they are 
snowed under by letters suggesting the most obvious 
as well as the craziest methods of getting along with 
the Germans. 

Closely examined, however, many of these blue- 
prints for the Fourth Reich differ from one another 
only in detail. In general, a modern Cato would 
simply have to decide for one of two schools: the 
pessimists or the optimists. The plans can be divided 
into those which declare that post-war Germany 
should not be trusted and must be treated like a born 
criminal, and those which advocate that she be for- 
given, like a penitent child, never to sin again. 

It would, indeed, be the task of a penologist to de- 
termine what kind of punishment would be appro- 
priate for Germany. For everyone agrees that, this 
time, Germany’s war guilt is beyond any doubt, and 
that her only status before an international tribunal 
would be that of a defendant. History will find Ger- 
many guilty of having unleashed the dogs of war; 
but the nature of the sentence suitable for her is still 
to be determined, and it all depends upon the pur- 
pose of the intended punishment. 

The pessimists stress the deterrent effects of pun- 
ishment. They are impressed, above all, by the fact 
that the danger to the community is great and the 
temptation to commit future offenses is strong. They 
demand such punishment as will deter others from 
wrongdoing by awakening fear within them. So that 
society may be permanently protected from the evil- 
doer, the pessimist will have him hanged or, at least, 
imprisoned for life. He does not believe that an 
adult criminal can be re-educated. He may even 


hold to Cesare Lombroso’s theory of the criminal 
as a sub-human anthropological freak, doomed by 
his very inheritance to a criminal career. 

The optimist, however, is likely to agree with 
Lombroso’s adversary, the British physician, Charles 
Goring, that, not only is there no such thing as a 
criminal physical type, but there is not even a crim- 
inal mental type. Hence, he will not wish “to make 
the punishment fit the crime,” like the Mikado of 
Gilbert and Sullivan, but he will prefer to make the 
punishment fit the criminal. If possible, he will try 
to rehabilitate and return him to society without the 
application of unnecessary harshness, considering the 
criminal a victim of circumstances rather than an 
intrinsically evil being. 

* * * 

In nineteen-forty-odd, when peace negotiations 
will be in full swing, the majority of negotiators will 
probably belong to the pessimistic school. This may 
be predicted on the basis of a study of various blue- 
prints, both official and private, that have been pub- 
lished by the enemies of the Axis between Septem- 
ber, 1939 and the spring of 1944. After the last war, 
Germanophobes and Germanophiles, advocates of 
harsh treatment and spokesmen for clemency, were 
about equally divided. The result of this was the 
Treaty of Versailles, a product of compromise and 
uncertainty, and hence a failure. It might have pre- 
vented the outbreak of another world conflagration, 
had its terms been either much harsher or much 
milder. It humiliated the German nationalists and 
chauvinists, but it did not destroy their power com- 
pletely. The Kaiser was permitted to escape to Hol- 
land, and the generals were not prevented from reor- 
ganizing their reactionary forces and secretly reestab- 
lishing the Reichswehr. 

Many people still active in the political life of 
England and the U. S. A. saw the defeated Germans 
turn the tables and, one by one, break the stipula- 
tions of the Peace Treaty in the course of less than 
twenty years. Optimists who in 1919 said, “Let’s 
give the Germans a break!” have turned into adher- 
ents of the ex talionis, claiming a life for a life, an 
eye for an eye, a tooth for a tooth, a limb for a limb. 
Besides, the crimes committed by the Germans during 
the invasion of Belgium in 1914 and other atrocities 
perpetrated by the Kaiser’s soldiers, appear insignifi- 
cant compared with the wholesale slaughtering, loot- 
ing, and rape of Hitler’s military rabble. 

It must be stated, however, that though the Catos 
preponderate, while the soft-pedallers are in the 
minority today, even the proposals of the extremists 
in the Allied camp are never as inhuman as those of 
the Nazi diehards. If there should be a pax German- 





8 


ica, it would spell the doom of many a European 
nation already decimated through slaughter and star- 
vation. Some races would have to vanish completely 
from the face of Europe, while others would be re- 
duced in numbers and permitted to survive only as 
helots toiling for the master-race. Even the most ex- 
treme proposal issued outside of Germany stops short 
of the idea of actual murder. 

We refer here to the deplorable pamphlet, Ger- 
many Must Perish, the private work of Theodore N. 
Kaufmann, published at Newark, N. J. We might 
have ignored that inferior product, had it not re- 
ceived enormous attention in Nazi Germany. It was 
grist on Doctor Goebbels’ mill, and he used it suc- 
cessfully in his campaign to revive anti-Semitic slo- 
gans which had lost some of their punch in the third 
year of war, when there were only a few thousand 
wretched Jews left in Germany. Kaufmann’s sugges- 
tion was that the Germans be sterilized to immunize 
the world forever against the virus of Germanism. 
Technically, this operation can be executed quickly, 
without otherwise harming the patient. The Ger- 
mans, who pretend to be shocked by the inhumanity 
of the proposal, have sterilized countless people dur- 
ing the past decade. 

Needless to say, the proposal was not considered 
worthy of any attention in this country. It is un- 
thinkable because it would order the mutilation of 
millions of innocent people, in addition to the actual 
culprits. It would rally in unanimous protest all per- 
sons of German descent, including those millions liv- 
ing outside of Germany. 

Equally unsatisfactory is the suggestion made by 
Professor Ernest A. Hooton, Harvard anthropologist, 
in an interview published in the New York daily, 
PM. Believing that aggressiveness ought to be bred 
out of the German people, he developed the idea that 
the bulk of the present German army should be sent 
to devastated areas for a period of twenty or more 
years to work as labor units. Single men should be 
allowed to marry only women living in these areas. 
Through such “outbreeding” the professor would re- 
duce the birthrate of “pure” Germans and neutralize 
their aggressiveness. To accept his proposal, one has 
to consider German aggressiveness a biological, 
hereditary factor. But if that be the case, might not 
the Germans, through intermarriage, spread their 
dangerous qualities all over the world? It might be 
more advisable, for the sake of world peace, to issue 
a law forbidding the Germans to marry non-Ger- 
mans—if it were not disgraceful even to consider 
such a peculiar reversal of the Nuremberg laws. 

None of the other representatives of the pessimist 
wing of blue-printers go as far as Kaufmann or even 
Hooton in their desire to render Germany harmless 
forever; but some of them do go pretty far. Take, for 
instance, Richard M. Brickner. That New York 
neuropsychiatrist, author of Is Germany Incurable?, 
endeavors to present the German nation (that is, 
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eighty million people) as consisting largely of luna- 
tics. While admitting that not every German is 
necessarily a paranoiac, he declares: “That a signifi- 
cant portion of the German population is suscept- 
ible to paranoid influence is evidenced by German 
history and by the support that paranoid-striving 
governments have long found in Germany.” 

Unfortunately, his book does not advance the dis- 
cussion in any way. One wonders how a whole 
nation could suffer from paranoia any more than it 
could suffer from paralysis. On one page Brickner 
asserts that paranoia is incurable, but on another he 
suggests, rather vaguely, the adoption of “devices to 
render harmless individual sources of paranoid con- 
tagion within Germany” as well as of “devices to 
help marginally paranoid Germans to substitute non- 
paranoid for paranoid values.” After the publication 
of his much-discussed book he made more concrete 
proposals, during a Town Hall discussion on post- 
war Germany. For the genuine pro-Nazis, the “para- 
noid-tending group,” he suggested (a) internment in 
institutions, or (b) placement in carefully controlled 
labor battalions, preferably outside of Germany, to 
repair the damage caused by the Vaterland. For the 
other Germans he suggests a long-term treatment in 
the way of re-education, stressing the rights of every 
individual, and the equality of all nations and races, 
and ending the German glorification of their own 
country. Brickner does not recommend widespread 
executions since they would only stimulate paranoid 
feelings in the population. 

His theory turns out to be a double-edged sword. 
If the Germans are lunatics, would not this fact pre- 
clude our dealing with them as criminals? If this 
were true, all Nazi party members caught alive by 
the United Nations would have to be placed in luna- 
tic asylums instead of being shot or thrown into pri- 
son—unless we should decide to adopt the procedure 
of the Nazis, who punish even mentally irresponsible 
persons. 

Other representatives of what we called, rather 
broadly, the pessimist school, also suffer from a 
certain inconsistency. If, as they insist, the Germans 
are inherently bad, why should we even try to re- 
educate them? 

One of the best-known representatives of this 
school is Lord Vansittart, author of The Black Record 
and Lessons of My Life. Pangs of conscience may 
have made him deny publicly that he considered the 
aggressive, barbarian character of the German 
people as a sort of biological trait. But in his books 
and speeches he tried to prove that National Social- 
ism is only the latest and worst manifestation of Ger- 
man militarism; that Nazism is the scum on much 
deeper waters; that, while there may be peaceful and 
civilized elements in Germany, they are not and 
never have been capable of exercising a moderating 
influence upon the others. Therefore he stands for 
total, permanent, and unilateral disarmament of 
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Germany; total and permanent liquidation of Ger- 
man militarism; inter-Allied occupation of Germany 
until militarism is dead and beyond resurrection; 
inter-Allied control of the German war potential 
(that is, of Germany’s heavy industry which supplies 
the German war machine); and inter-Allied super- 
vision of German education until it is firmly estab- 
lished upon the right lines. 

Though a German himself, Friedrich Wilhelm 
Foerster, author of Europe and the German Question, 
practically endorses Vansittart’s program. He wants 
the victors to be tough and to conclude a peace which 
“leaves ambitious schemes for building a new inter- 
national community to the future and is content for 
the present to make it completely impossible for the 
millions who now hold the tenets of National Social- 
ism and have been poisoned by it once again to in- 
volve the German nation in a repetition of its crime 
against mankind.” The German people must not be 
tormented nor starved, but subjected to the most 
rigorous international control. 

More strongly than Vansittart the exiled German 
scholar singles out Prussia as the real culprit who 
poisoned the German character with militarism; but 
while clamoring for the eradication of Prussianism, 
he no more than Vansittart urges the dismember- 
ment of Germany. Emil Ludwig, however, both in 
his pamphlet, How to Treat the Germans, and in the 
testimony he gave before the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs of the House of Representatives asserted that 
Germany should be divided into two parts: Prussia, 
and the non-Prussian regions, including Austria, in 
order to prevent the former from leading the entire 
German people into the abyss again. The pessimist 
Ludwig does not want a return of the Reichstag 
“with new liberals and socialists ready to turn into 
savage, nationalistic militarists.” Instead, a strong 
army of occupation should hold all prominent places 
in Germany for, say, five years, together with a com- 
mission of conservators of the United Nations who 
would appoint about two dozen Germans to assist 
them in the government. Louis Nizer, the New York 
attorney and author of What to Do with Germany, 
disagrees with Ludwig in so far as he objects to cut- 
ting the Reich into two or more parts (as this might 
strengthen the extreme nationalists) but otherwise 
his ideas agree with Ludwig’s in general principles. 
Perhaps he is even more radical than the German 
writer, for he claims that the entire German people 
must be taken into protective custody, so to speak, 
including the decent elements that would be allowed 
to cooperate with the Allies. Sovereignty would be 
taken from Germany, to be restored to her only 
when the Allied authorities are convinced that Ger- 
many had ceased to be a menace to the civilized 
world—even if that state of supervision should have 


to last for twenty years! 
* * * 


Will the United Nations listen to these voices, or 
rather to the opponents of Vansittartism? Excepting 
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some general statements, like those contained in the 
Atlantic Charter, and some general phrases, like 
“This time we shall march to Berlin and stay there,” 
both Washington and London have been rather non- 
committal. However, Kingsbury Smith, a Washing- 
ton journalist, in an article published in the Amer- 
ican Mercury (April, 1943), revealed what the edi- 
tors claimed to be the “official” American plan for 
Germany; and the United States government never 
cared to deny its authenticity. According to the 
article, the United States plans a long-term occupa- 
tion of Germany, its economic and political dismem- 
berment, and the prevention of a revolution after 
Hitler's defeat. As a matter of fact, everything ought 
to be done to keep the German masses from staging a 
revolution, according to this blue-print. 

There is much of Vansittart’s spirit in this plan 
which is not likely to be welcomed by Soviet Russia. 
For through the formation of a Free Germany Com- 
mittee in Moscow that includes repentant Nazi of- 
ficers and Junkers as well as exiled German Commu- 
nists, Russia has indicated support of a policy that, 
theoretically at least, precludes the long-term occu- 
pation of Germany by Western powers, nay, even by 
the Red Army. In his famous Order of the Day to 
the Red Army on February 23, 1943, Stalin declared: 
“It would be ridiculous to identify Hitler’s clique 
with the German people. History teaches that Hitlers 
come and go. But the German people and the Ger- 
man state remain.” A Major Suesslein, a leading 
member of Moscow’s Free Germany Committee, 
even went so far as to declare: “We are opposed to 
fomenting demoralization in the Wehrmacht. We 
do not intend to incite the soldiers to abandon their 
arms and retreat in disorder... We must avert at all 
costs any repetition of the events of 1918. We must 
avoid all anarchy and undisciplined behavior . . . Our 
slogan is reconstruction, not destruction.” Needless 
to say, his statement must have had the Kremlin’s 
approval. 


To what extent the Russians will stick to their 
present attitude in the decisive hour is impossible to 
foretell. The Kremlin goes in for “expediency” no 
less than London or Washington. For expediency’s 
sake the Russians promised Poland part of East 
Prussia. 

The Moscow view is supported, in substance, 
by a number of people who are united through 
their common desire to see Germany rehabilitated, 
while they differ in many other respects. Liberals 
rub shoulders with Communists, Socialists with 
German nationalists (and possibly Fifth Colum- 
nists). For instance, that staunch liberal, Dorothy 
Thompson, has more than once defended the Rus- 
sian stand, claiming that the Soviets want the 
emergence, not of a Communist, but of a democratic 
Germany, which would be given magnanimous treat- 
ment and would be strong, even strong enough to de- 
fend herself. Jennie Lee, the British Left Wing 





10 


Laborite, declared, in a Town Hall discussion, that 
she refused to condemn the entire German race and 
that there was no more place for a second-class 
nation in the citizenship of the modern world than 
for second-class citizens within each nation. 


The Austrian-born Paul Hagen, also a Social 
Democrat, is equally convinced that the Nazis are 
only a small fraction of the German people, who suc- 
ceeded in suppressing “the other Germany.” In Ger- 
many after Hitler he stressed the necessity of the 
complete defeat of the German armies and the total 
destruction of the Nazi state, but also a full-scale 
German revolution. German labor, he claims, will 
play a great part in the de-Prussianization and re- 
education of Germany; tested anti-Fascists, recruited 
from the underground movement and from among 
the liberated prisoners, should take over the admin- 
istration of government, punish the war-criminals, 
re-distribute the vast estates of the landed aristocracy, 
and control the factories. One remembers that a 
similar program was suggested by the German radi- 
cals of 1919, but was frustrated by the collaboration 
of moderate leftists with strongly conservative ele- 
ments, with the blessing of certain political groups 
in England, France, and the United States. Hagen 
wonders whether the Western powers will repeat the 
same blunder, trying to discover a German Fouché 
(or Badoglio, for that matter) to deal with, and nip 
the revolution in the bud. 

Naturally, he resents any proposal that Germany 
be dismembered into small states, and clamors for 
moderation in respect to reparations. His argument 
seems sound, and one might be willing to listen to it 
— if the author could prove his assertion that the 
Nazis represent only a small fraction of the German 
nation. If his premise—that the Reich is crowded 
with “good Germans”—is wrong (and he is hardly 
in a position to offer statistical proof), then his entire 
argument is untenable. 

The same may be said of Sigrid Schultz and her 
book, Germany Will Try It Again. Actually, she be- 
longs in Vansittart’s rather than in Hagen’s camp, 
for she is anything but an advocate of a “soft” peace. 
In her book she destroys the illusion that only the 
top Nazis, generals, Junkers, and captains of industry 
are wicked: “No one,” writes the former Berlin cor- 
respondent for American papers, “who has witnessed 
the triumphant joy of the vast majority of Germans 
in their conquests and in the loot of their soldiers and 
their business men can ever consider them free of 
guilt.” Yet, strangely enough, at the end of the book 
she hails a plan she claims to have got from a 
German underground leader: instead of marching 
into Germany and risking being fooled by criminals 
who would assure us that they were never truly 
Nazis, instead of executing the Nazis ourselves and 
thus elevating those evildoers to martyrdom, we 
ought simply completely to surround Germany 
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proper, and, within that cordon sanitaire, let the Ger- 
mans fight it out among themselves. 

Isn’t it illogical that Miss Schultz should approve 
of such a proposal after having tried, through more 
than two hundred pages, to convince us that the good 
Germans are a numerically weak fraction? Would 
not the powerful Nazi elements exterminate the op- 
position within that cordon sanitaire, while our 
troops were standing idle? One might just as well 
shut up wolves and sheep in a cage, and wait and 
see... 

* * * 

The question arises: shall the United Nations take 
any chances? Will optimism pay—or will it simply 
permit the disguised Nazis and pan-Germans to build 
the Fourth Reich in such a way as to enable them to 
prepare for the Third World War? 


Even those not entirely in favor of Vansittartism 
will think that it is advisable to play safe and let 
the democratic Fourth Reich remain under the benev- 
olent guidance of the victors, in collaboration with 
Germany’s responsible leaders. The fact that German 
individuals are leftists does not necessarily mean that 
they are entirely free from what Vansittart called 
“crypto-pan-Germanism.” Remember for instance 
the authors of Germany, To Be Or Not To Be, Messts. 
Seger and Marck, who do not consider it necessary that 
Germany relinquish the territories she acquired 
“peacefully” between March, 1933 and September, 
1939—including Austria, which, as the authors 
strangely assert, was an “economically impossible 
country.” Or think of the pamphlet, Germany To- 
morrow, issued by the American Friends of German 
Freedom, of which Mr. Hagen is a prominent mem- 
ber: it warns the United Nations that, if instead of 
a “democratic solution,’ Germany should be ac- 
corded a long period of international control, the 
United Nations would be faced with a new “super- 
Hitlerism.” In that case, they conclude, “we can be 
sure that there will be only chaos.” 

Without questioning the personal honesty of the 
persons backing that statement, we feel that the 
implicit threat it contains is reminiscent of similar 
tactics used by Dr. Goebbels. The same can be said 
of the strange warning contained in an article in 
the Harvard Law Review of February, 1942, and 
addressed to the United Nations: 


“If,” writes Dr. Arnold Brecht, a high ex-official 
of the Social Democratic Prussian government, “in 
conflict with this general German sentiment, the 
forthcoming peace treaty were to dissolve Germany’s 
political and military unity, while maintaining that of 
Great Britain, France and Russia, an underground 
nationalistic movement would soon again become so 
powerful that no control from inside or outside could 
check it. Not only would Conservatives promote it, 
but also Liberals, Socialists, Communists, and Catho- 
lics.” Does not this look like exchanging Hitler's 
Red Bogey for a peculiar version of the Nazi bogey? 
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Does not this imply that Nazism is dormant in the 
German soul, a Golem that can be brought to life 
at any time? If these are the words of a veteran 
Social Democratic leader, what is the difference be- 
tween him and that ex-Nazi, Fritz Ermath, who, in 
letters published in various leading American news- 
papers, urges the United Nations to accept the peace 
terms of the defeated aggressors—or else be faced 
with German “Schrecklichkeit’”’? 


No sane person conceives the extermination of 
Germany to be practicable or even desirable. At the 
same time, democratic forces in this country ought 
to be aware of the danger of permitting Nazism to 
disguise itself and continue conspiring against the 
civilized world. There are signs that the forces of 
reaction are rallying to prevent the establishment of 
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a People’s Peace. While Russia is our ally, Otto 
Strasser, founder of a so-called Free German Move- 
ment, is permitted to carry on his propaganda of a 
crusade against Russia. In the city of London which 
suffered so severely from German air raids, the 
Times suddenly, last February, editorially attacked 
the views of Lord Vansittart and others who favor 
the dismemberment of Germany, advocating that 
Germany should be allowed to be a strong and im- 
portant power in the post-war world. Was the edito- 
rial dictated by someone of the Cliveden set, desiring 
to have the Fourth Reich as a bulwark against Russia? 

If the modern Catos would only go to the New 
York Public Library! The wealth of blueprints they 
would find there might convince them that it is 
easier to break a hollow peace than to write a durable 
one... 


Jordan Valley Authority 


by Alexander Lurie 


"One may say that man has degraded, profaned 
the nature of the universe. For what has man done 
with the elements, the fields, the gardens, the 
plants ...? What do these mean to man... ? So 
many measures of grain, of vegetables, of fruit, of 
wood, of meat, of skins, of feathers, so much working 
power, and all for a certain price? ... There must 
be a radical change in all forms of human life—in 
dress, homes, workshops, schools, cities, villages, as 
well as in... man’s way of gaining a living—in 
order that man may become integrated into nature. 
Whatever man does upon, or to the earth—planting, 
drilling, excavating, building — everything must 
heighten rather than diminish the beauty and majesty 
of nature.” A. D. GORDON. 


HAT WE MAY CALL the conservationist 

philosophy is a natural attitude for all life, 
man included. Carnivorous animals rarely kill for 
sport. Even humans who live on what they kill are 
careful and conservative in their hunting; they spare 
females with their young. Primitive tribesmen have 
a pious awe of the animals they hunt, reverencing 
them as sacred beings, and performing elaborate 
rituals in order to make the game, the totemic 
deities increase. Piety toward nature is equally char- 
acteristic of pastoral and peasant peoples. Both 
pagan Greeks and God-fearing Jews honored the 
elements, the soil and the springs. Even in war the 
Hebrews were forbidden to destroy the forests, and 
in peace they were commanded to observe the 
ritual of a sabbatical year of rest for their fields. 


Yet the history of man is full of destructiveness, 
of waste and parasitism depleting the earth. The 


movements of peoples and the fortunes of war have 
frequently given mastery of urban or peasant civili- 
zations into the hands of nomadic conquerors. 
Ignorant and scornful of the arts which had con- 
served the resources of their new subjects, the con- 
quering vandals inevitably brought ruin in their 
wake. In modern times, exploitative industrialism, 
heedless of the need to restore to the earth equiva- 
lents for the resources it withdraws, often succeeds 
in wreaking the same havoc as those ancient barbaric 
invasions. 


One of the cardinal points in an effective post- 
war order will certainly be the conservation and 
rational use of the world’s natural resources, for 
the common welfare of all the world, as well as of 
the localities whence they are extracted. This is, 
above all, an essential part of any plan intended to 
prevent. a new global war. It is also an economic 
necessity. Through modern transport and finance, 
mass production and world trade, the resources of 
every part of the world have become vital to all the 
rest. Waste, improvident exploitation of the soil, 
of mineral deposits, of oil, of water, and, not least 
of all, of human life cause losses felt not only by 
the country directly involved, but by all those others 
who depend upon it. This is coming to be realized 
more and more clearly. 


The United States and the other United Nations 
have subscribed in the Atlantic Charter to the prin- 
ciple that the resources of any region must not be 
thriftlessly expended solely in the narrowly con- 
ceived interest of its immediate owners, but con- 
served and used in a cooperative program of world- 
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wide development. How far this principle will be 
put into effect only time will tell. It has already 
brought about a significant awakening of interest 
in world resources in all countries, and also among 
forward-looking Americans. 

* * * 

Palestine, Land of Promise,* a new book by 
Walter Clay Lowdermilk, is a product of this interest. 
Dr. Lowdermilk is the assistant chief of the Soil 
Conservation Service of the United States. In 1938-9, 
he was sent to Europe, North Africa, and the Eastern 
Mediterranean in order to study the effects of waste- 
ful resource exploitation and the problems of soil 
and water conservation in those centers of ancient 
civilization. 

In Palestine, as in Egypt, Iraq, and North Africa 
he found that wasteful land use and sheer destruc- 
tiveness had ravaged the countryside. However, he 
also found that, unlike the other centers of ancient 
civilization in the Middle East, large sections of 
Palestine were being steadily restored by devoted 
and intelligent care. In Zionism, the force which 
was accomplishing what he called “the most remark- 
able (reclamation) we have seen while studying 
land use in twenty-four countries,” Lowdermilk dis- 
covered an articulate philosophy which expressed 
the implicit credo of his own kind of American 
conservationist and liberal. In Zionism he found a 
program of action to which he felt he must con- 
tribute. And in the plan for a Palestinian counter- 
part of the Tennessee Valley Authority, which is 
outlined in his book, Dr. Lowdermilk does indeed 
make his substantial contribution to the Zionist 
program, as well as to the further development of 
Palestine. 

The Lowdermilk plan proposes to establish a 
Jordan Valley Authority, with an assignment sim- 
ilar to that of TVA, for the “unified development” 
of the Jordan Valley drainage area and the Pales- 
tine coastal plan. The most important physical 
characteristic of the Jordan Valley is that it is the 
deepest cleft on the earth’s surface, running far 
below sea level for most of its length. The steep 
drop of the Jordan River itself is already being 
utilized for hydro-electric power production by the 
Palestine Electric Company. However, after pouring 
through the turbines of the power plant on the 
Jordan, the fresh river water can no longer be used 
for irrigation at levels above the river bed. If this 
water were not needed for power, it could be con- 
ducted through canals along the hills above the 
Jordan and Jezreel Valleys, and then brought by 
gravity to irrigate fields in the valleys below. Low- 
dermilk’s plan proposes to free this fresh water for 
irrigation by using the water of the Mediterranean 
Sea for power production purposes. Since the Jor- 
dan Valley is only about twenty miles west of Haifa, 
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it is quite feasible to conduct sea water by way of a 
cement-lined canal and tunnel through the Jezreel 
and Beisan Valleys to a point 1,200 feet above the 
Jordan water surface. By setting up hydro-electric 
plants along this fall, and by using the power poten- 
tial of the various irrigation schemes proposed for 
the Jordan River, Palestine could have a supply of 
at least 1,000,000,000 kilowatt hours of electricity 
per year. This would supply the needs of “well over 
a million of additional population.” 

Like the program of TVA, Lowdermilk’s plan 
calls for “unified development” of all the resources 
of the region. It provides not only for power and 
irrigation in the valley, but for soil conservation, 
swamp drainage, reforestation, improved farming and 
grazing practice, and industrialization. A rounded 
program of this type, says Lowdermilk, “will in time 
make possible the absorption of at least four million 
Jewish refugees in addition to the 1,800,000 Arabs 
and Jews already in Palestine and Trans-Jordan.” 
(p. 227.) 

“If the forces of reclamation and progress Jewish 
settlers have introduced are permitted to continue, Pal- 
estine may well be the leaven that will transform the 
other lands of the Near East. Once the great unde- 
veloped resources of these countries are properly 
exploited, twenty to thirty million people may live 
decent and prosperous lives where a few million now 
struggle for a bare existence.” (p. 229) 


* * * 


An increased population in Palestine and the 
Middle East depends on a development plan such as 
Lowdermilk outlines. On the other hand, the present 
population of Palestine or Iraq is neither large 
enough nor sufficiently skilled to carry out such a 
program or to operate or even maintain the produc- 
tive capacity it could develop. 

Palestine and the Middle East were once far more 
productive and populous than they are now. Instead 
of one and a half million inhabitants today—after 
half a century of intensive development by Zionism 
—Palestine had, at a conservative estimate, a popu- 
lation of three million in ancient times. The de- 
crease in Iraq from the days of ancient Babylon is 
greater still. The decline in population and culture 
in the Middle East is so striking that certain geog- 
raphers have come to the conclusion that some great 
physical change must have occurred in the area. 
Ellsworth Huntington* suggests that the ancient 
Middle East enjoyed a greater rainfall than Pales- 
tine and Iraq today. He explains the decline of those 
areas by a climatic change which has made them 
semi-arid. 

Contrary to this supposition, Lowdermilk found 
no evidence in his studies in the Middle East of a 
change in climate. Archaeologists showed him an- 
cient water supply installations which still fit 





* Ellsworth Huntington and S. S. Visher, Climatic Changes, 
their Nature and Causes, New Haven 1922. 
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present-day water levels and quantity.* Though 
rainfall has not decreased substantially, the methods 
of cultivation in use have radically altered. The 
ancient canals of the Mesopotamian irrigation sys- 
tem have not been tended, and they have become 
clogged with silt. The terraces of Palestine have 
been neglected, its forests cut down or ruined by 
gtazing goats. The result has been disastrous soil 
wash, far greater than would have occurred if terrace 
cultivation had never been started. 

Let us suppose then, that some international 
agency were to finance and restore the irrigation 
system of Iraq; or that a Jordan Valley Authority 
developed a capacity of 1,000,000,000 kilowatt 
hours yearly, installed irrigation for almost 1,000,- 
000 acres of additional land, resurrected terrace 
farming, and developed grazing on modern lines in 
Palestine. The only result, if we assume that all 
this were done solely for the present population, 
would be a tremendous waste of money. Not only 
would the present population of Iraq be unable 
to make full use of the restored canal system but 
they would be unable to maintain it; and the sys- 
tem would gradually deteriorate again. In Pales- 
tine, if immigration were cut off, there would be 
nobody ready to buy the increase of electric power, 
to use the irrigation water, or keep the terraces in 
repair. 

The essential basis for any scheme of “unified 
development” of all the resources of the Middle 
East—and not merely for the foreign exploitation 
of its oil—is a considerable local increase of popula- 
tion. The Jordan Valley development plan for Pales- 
tine is feasible only because we anticipate continued, 
large-scale Jewish immigration after the war. 

* * * 


In his recent account of the Tennessee Valley 
Authority, David E. Lilienthal, chairman of that 
remarkable agency, ascribes much of its success to 
the intelligent drafting of the statute by which it 
was chartered and its powers and functions were 
defined.t The development of Palestine has been 
both advanced and, in some ways, hampered by the 
nature of the international compact under which 
it is administered, the Mandate for Palestine. 

This is not the place to examine the language of 
the preamble to the Mandate or of the Balfour 
Declaration which it embodies. It may be that in 
1922, before it had been clearly demonstrated that 
the Jews had the will and ability as well as the 
need to establish themselves rapidly and in large 
numbers in Palestine, the League of Nations could 
not have been expected to set down in precise lan- 
guage the main purpose of the Mandate: the crea- 
tion of a Jewish Commonwealth after Jews should 
"© Palestine, Land of Promise, p. 82 ff. 


+ TV A—Democracy on the March, New York, Harpers, 1944, 
p. 167 ff. 
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have become a majority. In any case, in the actual 
administration of the Mandate, British officials evi- 
dently did not feel themselves committed to a full- 
scale development program or to cooperation with 
the Jews. Their view, apparently, was that it was 
up to the Jews to prove that such development was 
possible. The Mandate provided for the creation of 
the Jewish Agency, the body through which the 
Jews were to work in making Palestine into a Jewish 
National Home. The British Administration soon 
began to act as though it conceived its own function 
to be the preservation of the status quo against alter- 
ation by the Jewish Agency. 

The Mandate says (article 6): 

“The Administration of Palestine, while ensuring that 
the rights and position of other sections of the popula- 
tion are not prejudiced, shall facilitate Jewish immigra- 
tion under suitable conditions and shall encourage, in 
co-operation with the Jewish Agency . . ., close settle- 
ment by Jews on the land, including State lands and 
waste lands not required for public purposes.” 

How the Palestine Administration “facilitated” 
Jewish immigration into Palestine, has been a subject 
of much bitter comment, and need not be gone into 
here once more. The close settlement by Jews on the 
land was encouraged in the following ways, inter 
alia: the administration did little or nothing to dis- 
cover water in unsettled parts of Palestine; new 
Jewish settlements found it very difficult to get roads 
built to them, and often did this at their own ex- 
pense; squatters on land newly bought by Jews were 
given such consideration that a regular racket was 
developed by some Beduins of driving their herds 
onto any land Jews bought in their neighborhood 
and extorting large sums in compensation before 
they would remove themselves and permit Jewish 
settlement. As to the use of State lands, wherever 
Jews and Arabs both applied for concessions to de- 
velop such lands, the Arabs got them. Then after 
failing to improve their concessions, the Arabs with 
reluctant government consent, sold their land to 
Jews at highly inflated prices, and the improvement 
finally began. 

Such an antagonistic attitude to the Jewish Agency 
may have been inevitably involved in the way the 
administration conceived of the Palestine Mandate. 
It looked at the whole thing as a sort of contest, 
with itself as umpire. But the umpire in this con- 
test had placed his bets against the Jews— 
encouraged to do so, to some extent, by the terms 
of the Mandate. Article 4 of the Mandate em- 
powers the Jewish Agency to act in “such economic, 
social and other matters as may affect the estab- 
lishment of the Jewish National Home and the 
interests of the Jewish population in Palestine, and, 
subject always to the control of the Administration, 
to assist and take part in the development of the 
country.” The only thing not included was to ad- 
vance the interests of the non-Jewish community— 
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and this the Administration took as its special prov- 
ince, interpreting its assignment, often enough, as 
to protect Arab vested interests against “too rapid” 
progress by the Jewish Agency. 


* * * * * * * 


No “unified development” plan can operate under 
such conditions. If the TVA had been placed in 
a similar position, very likely its directors would all 
have resigned—and with reason. The Jews, how- 
ever, accepted these terms and they built up what- 
ever parts of the country they could drive their 
stakes into. But the method can no longer be used. 
The stage has been reached in Palestine where fur- 
ther progress demands an all-over program for de- 
veloping the whole country and its essential natural 
resources. A definite understanding must be reached, 
redefining the competence of the Jewish Agency on 
lines similar to the TVA, and endowing it with 
adequate powers for full development of the soil 
and water resources of the whole region, and for the 
reclamation, resettlement, and industrialization of 
Palestine. 

The minimum requirements for the public au- 
thority or corporation—to use the TVA set-up— 
which must do this job are these: First, it must have 
sole rights, in cooperation with existing local com- 
munities and enterprises, to develop all Palestine’s 
resources. It must not have to compete against other 
concessionaires. Second, its development projects 
should not be held up by petty racketeers pretending 
land rights on the basis of one day’s grazing, or by 
individuals refusing to transfer necessary land for 
a damsite, or a canal, or a swamp drainage scheme. 
Like any public utility, the corporation should be 
entitled to buy land through condemnation at a price 
established by courts. Third, since the importing and 
training of labor power will be an essential element 
in the development of Palestine, the corporation 
directing the whole work must have the right to 
bring in as many Jewish immigrants as it feels it 
requires at any stage of its program. Fourth, since 
the scope of the corporation’s program will include 
improving existing Arab localities as well as new 
Jewish settlements, its funds cannot all be con- 
tributed by Jews or by international agencies aiding 
Jewish refugees. As in the case of the Huleh devel- 
opment scheme, where a similar situation occurred 
on a smaller scale, the Palestine government must 
provide a proportionate part of the necessary means. 

The public corporation charged with developing 
Palestine will obviously have, in addition to the 
present functions of the Jewish Agency, the duty of 
raising the standard of production in Arab settle- 
ments in conformity with the general plan. It is 
obvious, therefore, that the Agency will have to 
revise the policy previously adopted by Jewish bodies 
with respect to the Arabs. The old policy was based 
on the restricted authorization given to the Jewish 
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Agency to develop Palestine with respect to areas 
of Jewish resettlement, which, at that time, were 
relatively limited. When given a new charter, 
both broader and more specific, after the war, the 
Agency will have to apply generally a type of policy 
adopted by agreement between the Jewish National 
Fund and the Palestine Administration in construc- 
tion work in Arab sections. In such cases a pro- 
portionate number of local residents are employed. 
Like the TVA it will have to cooperate in the re- 
settling of persons, Arab as well as Jewish, who 
may have transferred their land to make way for 
development projects. It will have to stimulate by 
precept and example the adoption of improved 
forms of cultivation and better social services and 
living conditions among the Arabs. 

To work out methods of cooperation with Arabs 
in raising their standard of living and production 
will be an essential task of the Agency: Despite 
the obvious difficulties, past experience points to 
two elements which favor success. The development 
of Palestine will create markets for much greater 
production; and where this has been the case in 
the past, Arabs have shown considerable ability to 
adjust to the new opportunities. Moreover, the 
plan will establish modern farming and industrial 
settlements in close proximity to Arabs; and in the 
citrus and other industries, Arabs have shown the 
ability to adopt, in due time, the improved methods 
which the evidence of their own eyes showed to be 
more profitable than their own old techniques. 


The Agency will also have to have an entirely 
different relation with the Palestine government. 
The corporation charged with carrying out such a 
Jordan Valley development plan as Lowdermilk 
envisages need not be the government of Palestine, 
but it certainly must have a very close working 
arrangement with the government. As a develop- 
ment corporation, the Agency will naturally operate 
during a transition period, long or short as the case 
may be, and in areas undergoing development. Its 
ultimate purpose is to hand over to the Palestine gov- 
ernment a region supplied with plant for the most 
efficient use and conservation of its resources, with 
a better trained population, and social services on 
a higher level. 

In order to accomplish this task, it needs a gov- 
ernment fully in sympathy with its goal. Tariff 
and tax, fiscal and social policy, every phase of gov- 
ernment activity must contribute to the goal of de- 
velopment. The old situation, with the Palestine 
Administration regarding itself. as essentially a 
guardian of vested interests and a necessary check 
upon the “enthusiasm” of the Jewish Agency, can 
certainly no longer be tolerated. The government 
of Palestine during the development period cannot 
be one which, ex officio, questions whether the plan 
will succeed; it must accept the plan as its own pur- 
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pose, and direct its own activities upon the assump- 
tion that the plan must and will be accomplished. 

The first requisite for the acceptance of this 
viewpoint by the Palestine Administration—and by 
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the Palestine Arabs as well—is the explicit state- 
ment that a Jewish majority is to be rapidly settled 
in Palestine. Without such an understanding the 
whole Jordan Valley Authority plan has no basis. 


Justice for Asians 


by Hayim Greenberg 


L AST YEAR, after a long delay which even cer- 
tain conservatives condemned as scandalous, 
Congress erased a stain from the conscience of this 
country: Under a new law, Chinese immigrants may 
now enter the United States according to the same 
principle which is applied to immigrants of other 
countries. The change, of course, can have little 
economic importance for the Chinese people; and it 
is not on this account that friends of China demanded 
that the discriminatory rule be abolished. Under the 
quota system of the 1924 Immigration Act, no more 
than 107 Chinese annually will, in the future, be 
permitted to enter this country. If it is true, as cer- 
tain experts on population pressure assume, that 
objectively insuperable economic difficulties in- 
dicate a population “surplus” of millions in China, 
the emigration of 107 annually can hardly have 
any significant effect. In China they are under 
no illusion concerning the matter. They know very 
well that by its 1924 Immigration Act the United 
States was trying to protect itself against possible 
“flooding” by immigrants of “undesirable” races or 
nations; and some of them even have a certain 
understanding for such a policy. 

But the absolute exclusion of Chinese immigrants, 
as though they were lepers, or constituted, each one 
of them, an economic or cultural menace, had always 
been bitterly resented in China. What danger, they 
asked, could the immigration over a period of a hun- 
dred years of ten or eleven thousand Chinese immi- 
grants constitute for such an immense country with 
its numerous white population and unlimited eco- 
nomic potentialities, even if the idea were accepted 
without question that Mongols and other Orientals 
are incapable of “assimilating” with a Nordic environ- 
ment. In the taboo which American law placed upon 
the Chinese, they saw, not without certain grounds, 
a deliberate insult against an old civilization whose 
members today are close to one fifth of the whole 
human race. Repeated friendly representations had 
to be made by Chinese diplomats in Washington 
(and the Japanese radio had to broadcast this insult 
to Asiatics repeatedly) before we were able to decide 
to abolish the disgrace of this law and wipe out this 
affront to allies who had fought through seven years 
of martyrdom against Japanese militarism. 


This reform in our legislation led to a wave of 
optimism among another, much smaller, minority of 


our population. There are altogether between 2500 . 
and 3000 Hindus in our country, who have long 
waited for the abolition of laws discriminating 
against them. We exclude Indian immigrants also, 
even though, according to the quota system of the 
1924 law, if they were permitted to immigrate 
here, their quota would not exceed 100 a 
year. Those few thousand Hindus who are already 
in the country have been placed in an intolerable 
position, both economically, and perhaps more par- 
ticularly, from a moral viewpoint. According to the 
law they cannot become citizens and are thus con- 
demned to remain perpetual foreigners. For many of 
them this means that they are virtually stateless 
(a situation not unfamiliar to Jews): as political 
emigrés, although they have probably not been 
formally deprived of their citizenship, they cannot 
return home. In certain states of the Union, there 
are laws forbidding foreigners, and particularly Orien- 
tals, to buy or lease land; and as a result there have 
been cases of Hindu farmers being forced to leave 
land they had cultivated for years. Certain liberal 
professions, too, are closed to Hindus so long as they 
cannot be naturalized. 

There was a time when Hindus, as the sole excep- 
tion among the Oriental peoples of a certain geo- 
graphic zone, were permitted to become citizens 
if they had already gained entrance to this country. 
The theory that India may be the original 
home of the “Aryans” possibly had something to 
do with it. But in the ill-famed decision in the case of 
United States vs. Thind, Supreme Court Justice 
Sutherland stated, on February 19, 1923, that a 
Hindu is not a “white person” in the sense of our 
naturalization laws: for the formula “free white 
person” must be interpreted as it is understood by the 
“common man.” Since that decision twenty years 
ago, no Hindu has been permitted to apply for 
naturalization. 


How “inferior,” both in endowments and in train- 
ing, are the few Hindus who live among us, is indi- 
cated by their notable work in private institutions 
whom the law cannot, of course, prevent from em- 
ploying “undesirable immigrants.” Hindus resident 
in the United States may often be seen at scholarly 
conferences; they are found as teachers in several of 
our universities, and as experts in social research 
institutes; some of them serve as curators of art 
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museums, others as science editors for press syndicates. 
It may be questioned whether any other ethnic group 
in America has such a proportion of persons con- 
tributing actively to our academic and general cul- 
ture. 

The Hindu colony in this country now demands 
the abolition of the discriminatory rules which afflict 
them economically and, even more, morally. Like 
the Chinese, the Hindus do not expect the doors of 
America to be opened wide to potential immigrants 
coming here. They do believe that the time has come 
to give them, at least symbolically, equal rights with 
other peoples. Whether they are white persons or 
not according to the understanding of the common 
man, they should be entitled to a yearly legal quota 
of immigrants (which, as we have shown, would be 
no more than 100); and whether or not they are 
capable of being completely assimilated, they should 
be entitled to become naturalized. 

The Hindus are in a much weaker position in this 
country than the Chinese. Their number is small, 
and they are not powerful economically or politically. 
There is no Indian Embassy in Washington, and, at 
Cairo, Roosevelt and Churchill met with no Indian 
representative. The Hindu spokesmen are in prison, 
and their people cannot exert the same pressure upon 
us as the Chinese. It is true that the so-called “Coun- 
cil of State” (the Upper Chamber of the powerless 
Parliament of India) adopted a resolution at the end 
of March recommending equality for the Hindus in 
America, and that Sir Olaf Karoe, the Secretary of 
Foreign Affairs, accepted this resolution in the name 
of the government. But it is still a matter of doubt 
whether the resolution will ever reach Washington: 
the Viceroy and the India Office in London will prob- 
ably be reluctant to take a step which might be inter- 
preted as intervention in American internal affairs. 


However, the Hindus place their faith in an appeal 
to the conscience of America, especially today when 
Washington knows that no less than five million 
Indians are engaged in the various branches of war 
production; that the Indian Army counts more than 
two million men (and every month there are 
75,000 new recruits); that its fleet is expanded twelve 
times beyond peace-time strength; and that nowhere 
in the world are there as many volunteers for the 
air corps as in India. “More Hindus are fighting today 
for the United Nations than have fought for any 
cause or combination of causes in the forty cen- 
turies of our history,” we recently heard from Rajaram 
Ramji Bhole, the young member of the Bombay 
legislature who is now attending the conference of 
the International Labor Office in Philadelphia. Hindu 
soldiers were responsible in great measure for driv- 
ing the enemy out of Italian East Africa; they aided 
considerably in the liberation of Ethiopia, and bol- 
stered the Allied positions in Syria, Persia, and Iraq. 


> ee 


Of course, it is not a question of America’s “com- 
pensating” the Hindus for the contribution of their 
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country to the present war. If it were a question of 
rewarding peoples according to their share in the 
fight against Fascist militarism, our debt to India 
could not be “redeemed” at any price short of com- 
plete national freedom. We have stressed India’s 
great war effort because it underscores the guilt of 
our country towards its Hindu residents and towards 
potential Hindu immigrants. The Hindus demand 
not payment for “services rendered,” but their na- 
tural rights. 

And in this case, America has no excuses to offer. 
We need consult nobody in the world on this ques- 
tion, for it is an internal American problem. The 
rights and position of no other power can be affected 
by our decision to admit or not to admit a certain 
number of immigrants of a certain race, or by the 
way we treat them after they are admitted. There are 
no international political complications or wartime 
expediencies to prevent us from removing a stigma 
from a great people. We shall simply rob the Japa- 
nese of the propaganda argument that we treat 
Asiatics as inferiors in our country. 

* * * 


On December 15 a bill was introduced by Senator 
William Langer of North Dakota with regard to this 
question. The Senator's motives for the particular 
measures he proposes are not clear, but whatever they 
may be, his bill cannot be regarded as a satisfactory 
measure. It does not refer in a single clause to the 
right of Hindus to immigrate to the United States. Its 
provisions for naturalization apply only to those 
Hindus who came here before July 1, 1924. (Have 
the Hindus become worse since 20 years ago, or is 
it only that we have become more bigoted?) Another 
bill, introduced in the House of Representatives by 
Claire Boothe Luce and Emanuel Celler, goes much 
farther. Its purpose is to give Hindus the same rights 
as the Chinese received last year. But many weeks 
have already passed without a sign that there is any 
serious interest in doing something about the bill. 
There have not yet been any hearings on it. 

It is the duty of public opinion to demand of our 
Congressmen that the proposed amendment of our 
immigration and naturalization laws be passed by 
the House of Representatives as soon as possible. 
Some Senator must also be found to introduce a more 
far-reaching Senate bill than that of the Senator 
from North Dakota. It is quite clear to everyone that 
if such a bill were passed it need fear no presidential 
veto. It could not effect any change in our economic 
and social structure, nor would it bring great eco- 
nomic benefits to the Indian people; but such a “ges- 
ture” might serve to clear the atmosphere here in 
America and give the Hindus, both the colony in the 
United States and the millions in the Far East, a 
certain moral satisfaction. 

But it would be a far more effective step if Congress 
could bring itself to adopt a general law abolishing 
discrimination against all Orientals. It is hardly 
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a procedure to be recommended that we reform this 
wrong piecemeal, first for the Chinese, then for the 
Hindus, and later perhaps for the Burmese. It will 
be remembered that last year Congressman Walter 
Judd of Minnesota planned to introduce a bill abol- 
ishing discriminatory legislation against all “colored 
peoples.” A simple calculation shows that if all 
Asiatic countries were to make full use of the quotas 
that might thus be granted them under the terms of 
the 1924 Immigration Act, we would receive less 
than 1000 immigrants annually of non-European 
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or “non-white” descent. This is such a small number 
that it is hard to understand those conservative labor 
leaders who still will not hear of even a purely sym- 
bolic abolition of the “color bar.” 

We like to believe in this country that we have a 
billion allies in Asia. If they are to remain our allies 
in the future, they must feel that at least in America 
they are not regarded as a lower order of beings. A 
permanent political friendship with that half of the 
world’s population cannot be conceived so long as 
we still have such extremist racial legislation. 


Jews in the Polish Army 


by Kalman Stein 


Twenty-one Polish Jews have recently been con- 
victed by Polish Army authorities in Great Britain on 
the charge of desertion. These Jews had sought to 
transfer to the British Army because of intolerable 
conditions in the Polish Army. They charged that 
anti-Semitism among their fellow-soldiers was so 
acute that they applauded the announcement of the 
extermination of the Jews of the Warsaw Ghetto. 
They also charged that Polish soldiers threatened 
the Jews that on the battlefield their first bullet would 
be for their Jewish comrades-in-arms, and their 
second for the Germans. These charges were not 
denied. In view of this we have asked Dr. Kalman 
Stein, formerly Alderman of the city of Cracow, later 
in charge of Polish affairs in the World Jewish Con- 
gress office in Paris, to discuss the background and 
problems involved.—ED. 


ew SITUATION of Jewish soldiers in the Polish 
Army has once more brought Polish-Jewish rela- 
tions to the forefront of public interest. Grave prob- 
lems, with which Jewish political circles had been con- 
cerned for years, came into the open when it was 
disclosed in the British House of Commons that many 
of the Jews serving in the ranks of the Polish Army 
in Great Britain have asked to be transferred to the 
British forces. The Jews in the Polish Army, it was 
reported, are desperately seeking to escape the violent 
anti-Semitism prevalent in the Polish Army. 

Public opinion throughout the world was shocked 
to learn that conditions in the Polish Army had be- 
come so intolerable for Jews that no course was left 
for them but, regardless of the risk involved, to apply 
for transfer to the British Army. That grave decision 
was taken by Jewish soldiers who so generously 
spilled their blood in the heroic defense of Warsaw 
during the German-Polish campaign of September 
1939, who fought valiantly with Polish divisions 
in France, in Narvik, in Tobruk, and in Italy. It 
was taken by Jewish soldiers who must have been 
aware of the fact that Polish-Jewish relations might 
be affected by their step. 


The present state of affairs calls for plain truth. 
And it is in the best interests of both Jews and Poles 
to discuss freely and openly all the issues involved, 
and, on the basis of such an analysis, to seek a way 
out of the present tragic situation. 

* * * 


The history of the position of the Jews in the 
Polish Army in the past twenty-five years may lead 
to a better understanding of recent occurrences. 

The beginning was bad. In 1920, during the 
Polish-Russian war, Jewish officers (many of whom 
had volunteered for service) were suddenly disarmed 
and sent to an isolation camp in Jablonna, a tiny spot 
situated in the Carpathian Mountains. The false ac- 
cusation was made that the Jews were sympathetic to 
the Soviets and, therefore, dangerous to Poland. The 
man who set up the Jablonna camp was the then 
Minister of War, General Kazimierz Sosnkowski, the 
present Commander-in-Chief of the Polish Army. The 
Jablonna episode weighed heavily upon Polish-Jewish 
relations, and was an insult which could not be easily 
forgotten. 

While the general situation of Jews in Poland 
deteriorated as time passed, their position in the 
Army gave relatively less ground for complaint. 
Even when the anti-Semitic movement in Poland was 
at its peak in the last pre-war years, Jews in the Army 
were treated more or less on a basis of equality with 
their Christian comrades and, on the whole, anti- 
Semitism was not allowed to spread in the ranks. 
It must be acknowledged even by the staunchest op- 
ponents of Joseph Pilsudski, that the late Marshall 
fought vigorously against the anti-Semitic infection 
in the midst of the Polish Army. It is true that not 
all was as it should have been and that only a small 
number of Jews became commissioned officers. But 
such discrimination against the Jews was effected 
outside rather than inside the army. Only a small 
proportion of young Jews with college education— 
which gave them the right to apply for enrollment in 
officers’ schools—were called to the Army. But those 
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called were, by and large, treated without discrim- 
ination. 
* * * 

All of us, Polish Jews, expected therefore that, 
considering this tradition of the Polish Army, the 
tragic fate of Poland, and the heroism of the Jewish 
soldiers in the September 1939 campaign, when close 
to 40,000 Jewish soldiers and officers lost their lives 
for the liberty of Poland—the situation of the Jews 
in the Polish Army which was raised at the end of 
1939 in France should give no grounds for com- 
plaint. An Army in exile, an Army whose destiny it 
was to fight once again for Poland’s freedom, should 
quite obviously have been organized on the basis of 
perfect equality and closest brotherhood among all 
the soldiers. Despite these expectations, the reality 
proved to be quite different. The new Polish Army 
fell an easy prey to the anti-Semitic virus. Most of 
the officers revealed themselves as violent anti-Semites 
and practiced what they preached. The Government- 
in-Exile was apparently too weak to institute order 
and cleanse the Army of elements spreading the 
venom of hatred. 

Thousands of Polish Jews in France volunteered 
for service with the Polish Army in the very first 
days of September 1939. Those volunteers were 
rather reluctantly accepted into the ranks of the 
Army, for many Poles were afraid lest the Polish 
Army become too “Jewish.” Those among the Jews 
who were accepted and subsequently called to the 
colors very often encountered an atmosphere of racial 
hatred. Though formally they had full rights, they 
were in most cases excluded from the Officers’ Schools 
and even those admitted were not commissioned. 
Thus, the situation of the Jewish soldiers in the 
Polish Army in exile was unfortunate from the very 
outset. 

The writer of these lines was deeply shocked in 
Paris, at the end of 1939 or the beginning of 1940, 
when told by a leading French Jew of the following 
case. Two young Polish Jews who had lived for many 
years in Palestine left that country of their own free 
will after the outbreak of the war, in order to enlist 
in the Polish Army in France. A few weeks after 
they had been admitted into the Polish ranks, they 
applied to a well-known French-Jewish organization 
for help. They declared that, owing to various ex- 
pressions of anti-Semitism, their position had become 
unbearable. A short investigation revealed that there 
was sufficient basis for their complaints. French 
military authorities eventually permitted their trans- 
fer to the French Army. 

The representatives of Polish Jewry then in Paris 
took up the matter with the Polish authorities and 
tried to bring about an improved situation. 

Taking a stand against anti-Semitism, the late 
General Wladyslaw Sikorski issued the following 
Order of the Day on August 5, 1940: 
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“The success of our arms and the secure establish- 
ment of our national existence require the coordination 
of our efforts for our common aim. 

“In the army, particularly, unity must be firmly estab- 
lished and honest brotherhood of arms must rule, and 
all squabbles be eliminated. 

“My principle is that a Polish soldier now fighting 
for the common cause has thus given sufficient evi- 
dence that he is a Pole, irrespective of his origin and 
religion. 

“I strictly forbid showing to soldiers of Jewish faith 
any unfriendliness through contemptuous remarks 
humiliating to human dignity. All such offenses will 
be severely punished. 

“This order is to be read on parade to all soldiers.” 
General Sikorski’s sincerity in this attempt to root 

out anti-Semitism from the ranks of the Polish Army 
cannot be doubted. But after a short time, the in- 
fluence of the above Order of the Day wore off, the 
more so that words were not followed by deeds. The 
anti-Semites were not punished, Jews were not com- 
missioned. Small wonder that many of the rabid anti- 
Semites thought that in spite of the Commander’s 
order they might do as they wished. 


On various occasions, Jewish members of the 
Polish National Council and other Jewish represen- 
tatives drew the attention of Polish authorities to 
the tense conditions prevailing in the Polish Army. 
It was of no avail. 

An unfortunate situation developed; unfortunate 
from the point of view of the Jews but no less so 
from the point of view of Poland, whose future 
depends so much on the goodwill of the world and 
on the harmonious collaboration of all Poles, without 
distinction of creed, nationality, or political belief. 


The situation became even worse when new units 
of the Polish Army were formed in the Middle East. 
The commander of those units, General Anders, pub- 
lished on November 30, 1941 his famous Order of 
the Day in which he declared that while he under- 
stood the anti-Jewish feelings of the Polish soldiers, 
they must realize that “anti-Semitism is unpalatable 
to the Anglo-Saxon world.” 

* * * 


To complicate further an already dangerous situa- 
tion, two things happened a few months ago. Some 
Poles who had served with the German army were 
captured during the African campaign and were 
transferred to the Polish Armed Forces in Great 
Britain. These Polish soldiers were poisoned by 
Nazi propaganda and formed a center of virulent 
anti-Semitism on British soil. Almost at the same 
time, following the tragic death of General Sikorski, 
the President of the Polish Republic appointed Gen- 
eral Sosnkowski to the post of Commander-in-Chief 
of all Polish forces. It was an open secret that the 
democratic groups in the Polish Government were 
not too happy about this nomination and accepted 
it only because of circumstances. 

To the Jewish soldiers the new Commander-in- 
Chief was not only representative of the semi-total- 
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itarian regime of pre-war Poland. To them he was 
also a symbol of Jablonna. The Jewish soldiers were 
driven into a state of utter despair. For the past few 
years they had had to live in an atmosphere of 
inequality, as soldiers of an inferior category. Many 
of their Polish comrades treated them with contempt 
and hatred. Almost every one of these Jewish soldiers 
had lost next of kin in a Polish ghetto or a concen- 
tration camp. They were burning with the desire for 
revenge against the Nazis; they were ready to give 
their lives for a better world, in which all people 
would be free and equal, no matter what their creed, 
nationality, or belief. But in view of the atmosphere 
prevailing in the ranks of the Polish Army, they 
feared that even their greatest sacrifices might be in 
vain. They were unable to stand the situation any 
longer. A part of them asked to be transferred to 
the British Army. Ready and eager to fight in the 
ranks of the United Nations, they wanted to partici- 
pate in the great onslaught on Nazi Europe as sol- 
diers in an army where they would be treated as 
equals among equals. 
* * * 


These. were the factors that brought to pass the 
present unfortunate situation. At this last moment, 
only a complete understanding of that situation can 
contribute to finding a fair solution. After the crisis 
broke out early in December last year, the political 
representatives of the Polish Jews demanded of the 
Polish military authorities that the following 
measures be taken at once: (1) all discrimination 
against the Jewish soldiers should be discontinued; 
(2) anti-Semitism should be declared a crime and 
all those guilty of anti-Semitic acts should be court- 
martialed and severely punished; (3) a large-scale 
educational campagin should be launched to combat 
the anti-Semitic movement. 


There is no doubt that an immediate application 
of the proposed measures would to a great extent 
establish normal conditions in the Polish Army, en- 
abling Jewish soldiers freely and fully to fulfill their 
duty toward Poland. It is the self-evident right of all 
soldiers who shed their blood for the freedom of the 
motherland to be treated as free and full-fledged 
citizens. That right cannot and must not be denied 
to the Jewish soldiers. 


Unfortunately, as far as is known, the only prac- 
tical step undertaken by the Polish military authori- 
ties in order to relieve the situation was another 
Order of the Day, issued by General Sosnkowski. In 
his Order, the Polish Commander-in-Chief declares, 
inter alia: “I intend to stamp out all wrongful acts 
and unfriendly behavior wherever they may occur. 
The armed forces must be based on equality of rights 
and duties, without regard to faith or political 
opinion...” 

Good as the intentions may be, words alone will 
not suffice, as proven by past experience. The first 
Order of the Day of this kind was published almost 
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four years ago, and the results have been nil. But 
words condemning anti-Semitism are of even less 
value when coupled with an emphatic accusation 
that Jewish soldiers who transferred to the British 
Forces are “guilty of desertion.” 


We should be the last to defend deserters. But 
the Jewish people and the Jewish soldiers do not 
deserve to be labelled “deserters.” European Jewry 
generally and Polish Jewry in particular are 
paying the highest possible price in the present war 
of liberation. Polish Jewry has been almost com- 
pletely destroyed—physically annihilated. Polish 
Jews fought valiantly in the ranks of the Polish 
Forces whenever and wherever the opportunity pre- 
sented itself. Among the thousands of Polish Jews 
who enlisted in the Polish Army, there were 
many who had been deprived of their citizenship by 
the Polish state. Throughout the world, Polish Jews, 
even if away from Poland for many years, were ready 
and eager to help the Polish cause to the best of their 
ability, hoped and prayed for Poland’s resurrection. 
In occupied, enslaved Poland the Jewish underground 
movement, along with the Polish underground 
forces, fought against the invader under most difficult 
conditions. They inflicted heavy blows on the Ger- 
mans. Jewish men, women and children have played 
their part in the struggle. In the heroic and tragic 
battles in the ghettoes of Warsaw, Bialystok, Tarnow, 
and many others, in the slaughter camps of Treb- 
linka, Oswiecim, Belzec, and Sobibor, Jewish youth 
took part in the gigantic struggle for Poland’s inde- 
pendence and for the liberty of the whole civilized 
world. They fought to the last man “for your free- 
dom and ours.” 


We know well that among Polish citizens in exile 
and in some governmental circles there are many 
who share our view concerning the intolerable con- 
ditions in the Polish Army and fully understand the 
demands of Jewish representatives. We know that 
they, just as we, do not approve of the report of the 
Commission of three generals which states that “on 
the whole, the cases referred to in the complaints 
(of the Jewish soldiers) were of a trivial character.” 
It is a bad policy to conceal facts. What is needed 
is a bold policy and bold action. Bold action expressed 
by court-martialing not the Jewish “deserters” but 
those who are guilty of anti-Semitic crimes, who 
have driven the Jewish soldiers to acts of despair 
and who, in reality, are the worst foes of Poland 
upon whose name they bring nothing but shame. 


Instead, severe sentences have been pronounced 
against Jewish soldiers who attempted to join the 
British Army, and they were branded as “deserters.” 
This policy on the part of Polish authorities, testify- 
ing to a deficient appreciation of conditions, aggra- 
vates the situation more and more. A remedy, an 
immediate remedy is necessary not for the sake of 
Jews alone. It is necessary for the sake of Poland. 
The Polish Government should act at once. 
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Bombs in Haifa—Bombast in New York 


by Marie Syrkin 


api WEEK two puzzled Christian gentlemen 
turned to me for counsel. One was a substantial 
citizen; the other a familiar champion of liberal 
causes. To be quite exact, neither of these pillars of 
the community contacted me directly, but their secre- 
taries, who happen to know that I am a “Zionist,” 
asked for information. Both gentlemen had received 
a letter in the morning mail urging them to become 
sponsors of the “League for Free Palestine.” The 
name evoked agreeable associations: “Free France”; 
“Free Norway”; the Jews were obviously in a pretty 
bad spot; there was an impressive list of fellow-spon- 
sors enclosed with the accompanying literature, and, 
consequently each recipient of the request had inde- 
pendently commissioned his secretary to find out 
whether it was O. K. to add his John Hancock. No 
doubt numerous other secretaries throughout the 
country were making similar inquiries for their busy 
but well-intentioned employers during that week. 

If the secretary has much faith and little time, she 
will accept advice without either curiosity or discus- 
sion. Such was the case with Secretary A whose sole 
concern was to prevent her employer from “sticking 
his neck out.” Once his neck had been safe-guarded, 
he could sponsor Leagues for Free Chewing Gum or 
for Free Palestine with equal affability. Secretary B, 
however, was more conscientious and more eager for 
enlightenment. Just what was wrong with this fine- 
sounding outfit? Don’t the Jews want to be saved? 
Aren’t the Zionists eager for a free Palestine? 
What’s going on here, anyhow? Mr. Stilwell would 
like to know. 

Anyone who has tried to introduce a Mr. Stilwell 
into the maze of Jewish politics knows just how 
simple the job is. When the Palestine resolution was 
up before Congress, Mr. Stilwell couldn’t figure out 
why such lights of Israel as the members of the 
American Jewish Committee were ganging up with 
enemies of Zion. No sooner had this mystery been 
cleared up, then Mr. Stilwell read of a message of 
opposition from the Bund. That he understood at 
once; why should Hitler’s boys approve of Zionism? 
But weren’t the Bundists in jail? When Mr. Stilwell 
finally gathered that this “Bund” had no connection 
with the Nazis but consisted of Jewish “radicals” 
who had as little enthusiasm for Zionism as the reac- 
tionary Jewish bourgeoisie, along came the League 
for a Free Palestine to further becloud the issue. 
What was the answer this time? 

Well, you could advise Mr. Stilwell not to become 
a sponsor on the grounds that the League for a Free 
Palestine stemmed from the Revisionists, but then of 
course you would have to be prepared to recount the 
history of the Revisionst faction in Zionism, and 


analyze its tactics of division and sabotage. However, 
Mr. Stilwell isn’t really interested in this dreary tale 
of party strife. So, to point your moral and bring 
things up to date, you might explain that the League 
for a Free Palestine is a front organization for the 
Irgun Zevai Leumi of Palestine. Mr. Stilwell, of 
course, won’t know what on earth this means either, 
but when you inform him that the Irgun is the Pales- 
tine terrorist group which has been responsible for 
the bombing outrages in the Holy Land, he will get 
his bearings. He had been properly shocked by the 
wickedness and irresponsibility of the terrorist acts 
when he read about them in his paper. In fact, his 
secretary had called up on that occasion also and had 
been pleased to report back that the Zionist Organi- 
zation and the Jewish Community of Palestine had 
condemned the outrages wholeheartedly. 

By this time, Mr. Stilwell is convinced that the 
League for Free Palestine is not for him, no matter 
what its professed objectives. It is even possible that 
he will join the American Palestine Committee, 
especially after his secretary reminds him in her 
practical way that if he wants to express his sympathy 
for the cause of a Jewish Palestine, there is the letter 
from the American Palestine Committee with an im- 
pressive list of members including congressmen, 
governors and other notables. 

But even if Mr. Stilwell, being a progressive pub- 
lic-spirited man with his heart in the right place, ends 
up where he belongs—among the distinguished 
members of the American Palestine Committee—he 
remains disturbed. He cannot help wondering why 
the Jews don’t get together in such a critical period. 
Why are they all in each others’ hair, confusing or 
alarming potential Christian sympathizers? “You 
would think,” remarks Mr. Stilwell to his secretary, 
“that they would all pull together when their boat is 
sinking.” Sometimes Mr. Stilwell happens to be a 
scholar and has read Josephus. Then he is as ready 
as any rabbi to recall how the Jewish factions fought 
each other within the Temple grounds while Jerusa- 
lem was besieged by the Roman legions. 

Nor is Mr. Stilwell the only one who is confused 
and irritated. There are many good Jews, unfamiliar 
with the various currents in the maelstrom of the 
Jewish political scene, who are even more disturbed. 
For the first time in their lives they feel an active 
desire to identify themselves with some Jewish group 
in order to help in their people’s tragic hour, but no 
sooner do they leave their quiet corner than they find 
themselves involved in a vortex of claims and 
charges and counter-charges. If they give up a bridge 
game to go to a meeting where they expect to find 
out how they can be of service from the celebrated 
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Rabbi X, like as not they'll discover the next day that 
Judge Y is in town to point out the dangers or futil- 
ity of the assembly they have just attended. 

No one will pretend that this is a desirable state of 
affairs. It is unfortunate that in a time when every 
ounce of available energy should be summoned for 
meeting the immense and terrible problems before 
the Jewish people, any iota should be dissipated in 
factional struggles. However, this realization does 
not free an individual from the responsibility of dis- 
covering where he must take his stand. It would be 
better if a detour could be avoided, but even a detour 
is more economical than taking the wrong road. 

* * * 


The prospectus of the “League for a Free Pales- 
tine” proudly announces that the League is the brain- 
child of the “Hebrew Committee of National Libera- 
tion.” This Committee, we are told, is “not known to 
many,” but despite this obscurity “a handful of its 
members initiated” the American Friends of a Jewish 
Palestine, the Committee for a Jewish Army, the 
Emergency Committee to Save the Jewish People of 
Europe, etc.—all within the space of three years. 
And now this enterprising “handful” is launching its 
latest offering, the League for a Free Palestine. 

No one will doubt the vim and vigor of the self- 
avowed promoters. They write snappy copy, and the 
advertisements of the various “Committees” which 
regularly grace the public press, have frequently 
made startling reading. I am not among those who 
have been unduly agitated by the “sensationalism” of 
the advertisements. Lapses of taste may be painful 
but they are less painful than apathy. I have on occa- 
sion even been grateful for what seemed to be a mov- 
ing and effective presentation of the Jewish tragedy. 
However, appreciation of a dramatic headline does 
not extenuate indifference to irresponsible assertions 
or misleading claims. 


I do not propose to discuss the “Emergency Com- 
mittee to Save the Jews of Europe.” Whatever its 
origin, its tactics, or its ultimate purposes, the indivi- 
duals rallied around it are engaged in arousing 
American public opinion to the need for rescue. It 
would, of course, have been proper if they had co-or- 
dinated their activities with those of the accredited 
Jewish bodies organized in the American Jewish 
Conference instead of setting up rival activities. In 
view of the authorship of the Committee it was idle 
to expect such responsible cooperation, but since an 
actual situation has been created, the next best thing 
may be to accept their campaign as a parallel instead 
of a competitive activity. In this way the cause of 
rescue will receive least injury. 


Such forbearance, however, should not extend to 
the purely political bodies contrived by the dynamic 
“handful” of the “Hebrew Committee of National 
Liberation.” The “American Friends of a Jewish 
Palestine,” and the Army Committee died a natural 
death because they had no function to perform beyond 
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seeking to split the Zionist moyement in the United 
States and to undermine the authority of the Jewish 
Agency, the official body recognized by the League 
of Nations as the representative of Jewish interests 
in the Palestine Mandate. The Jewish Agency was 
already negotiating for the creation of a Jewish 
fighting force, consequently the noisy propaganda of 
the Army Committee could have no added practical 
result save to mislead those unfamiliar with the facts. 
It did serve the purpose, however, of involving the 
uninformed around a Revisionist nucleus. When the 
maneuvers of the “Friends” and the“Army’’ pro- 
ponents were exposed, they found themselves mo- 
mentarily bereft of their stock-in-trade. 

But the strategy of making a soap-box of every 
current Jewish issue in order to further their partisan 
aims has not been abandoned by the ingenious Irgun 
delegation now operating in the United States. Their 
latest handspring in the public arena, the League 
for a Free Palestine, is a particularly shocking exhibi- 
tion. 

Ideologically, the Revisionists and the Irgun are 
blood-and-thunder nationalists. They are what is 
known as “maximalists” and there are no bounds to 
their Zionist afflatus. They have always advocated 
strong-arm tactics towards the British, the Arabs and 
Jewish labor. Individual terrorist acts like the recent 
bombings in Palestine are an example of this militant 
statesmanship. But when it suits them, these ultra- 
nationalists can roar gently as a sucking dove. Having 
failed to capture American Jewry through the clamor- 
ous American Friends of Palestine or the Army Com- 
mittee they are now engaged in cooing their way 
into American hearts. If a raucous “maximalism” 
doesn’t get a sufficiently large enrollment, let’s try 
a “minimal” Zionism tapered down to meet the 
anaemic needs of pusillanimous American Jewry. And 
the bright boys of the Hebrew Committee of National 
Liberation have gone “minimalist” in a really big 
way in their newest pronouncement. 

First of all, they qualify their demand for Palestine 
as an independent state with the following extraor- 
dinary proviso: “It being understood that to the renas- 
cent Hebrew nation will belong only those who freely 
adhere to it—and that the ‘Jewish Americans,’ being 
part of the American nation, are not Hebrews but 
Americans of Hebrew descent.” And who are the 
authentic “Hebrews”? The Jews of Europe and Pal- 
estine. With one stroke, the five million American 
Jews are lopped off from the Jewish people and 
relegated to the role of charitable spectators whose 
contributions may assist the renascent Hebrew. This 
is not only specious nonsense; it is also a viciously 
anti-Zionist concept since it denies the living entity 
of the Jewish people, and its sense of a common fate 
as well as history. Mr. Sulzberger couldn’t do better. 
Coming from ultra-nationalists who clamor for an 
independent Palestine “within its historic boundaries” 
—in other words on both sides of the Jordan—this 
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is an opportunist maneuver as stupid as it is base. 
The motivation is plain. The stated objectives of the 
“League for a Free Palestine” are those of the World 
Zionist movement. Demands for a Jewish state, the 
opening of the doors of Palestine, the rescue of 
European Jewry, are hardly novelties. They are 
merely a repetition of the official Zionist program. 
But if with one fine gesture one manages to combine 
a maximalist nationalism with the most abject as- 
similationism, if one says to American Jewry, “Shout 
for a Jewish state, but don’t worry about being 
involved; it has nothing to do with you,” then one is 
really offering Zionism with a difference. This hybrid, 
compounded of a dishonest pandering to assimila- 
tionist timidities and a noisy excitation of a grandiose 
nationalism, is a typical Revisionist product. 

The League for a Free Palestine, despite its new 
dress trimmed to the taste of Rabbi Lazaron, follows 
the style set by its predecessors. Exploit Jewish des- 
pair to make political capital; fish in any water; sing 
to any tune; Bombs in Haifa; bombast in New York! 
Ascending European Hebrews and descending Amer- 
ican Jews! 
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Such a hideous and meretricious brew is not likely 
to go down with any one familiar with the history of 
the concoctors. But there are many innocents whom 
the “liberators” beleaguer with their invitations. Un- 
fortunately, the power for evil of our self-styled 
saviors is great. In Palestine they have repeatedly 
endangered the Jewish community by their mad and 
undisciplined acts. Now they are endangering Zion- 
ism in the United States by trying to cast upon it the 
stigma of a “double loyalty’—the favorite weapon 
of the most indefatigable enemies of Zionism. They 
are seeking to undo the effects of years of education 
and enlightenment. It is distasteful enough to have 
to point out to the Lazarons and the Sulzbergers that 
Zionism has never involved a double political allegi- 
ance but has solely stressed the spiritual unity of the 
Jewish people. When fire-eating “Zionist” extremists 
strike at the essence of Zionism in order to secure 
subscriptions for their “fronts” one is forced to the 
conclusion that their purpose is as revolting as their 
means. The Hebrew Committee of National Libera- 
tion should shut up shop before its “handful” 
spawns any further monstrosities. 


Palestine's Industrial Prospects 


by David Horowitz 


apr MANY OTHER agrarian countries, Pales- 
tine experienced a relatively rapid industrializa- 
tion during the period preceding the present war. 
Taking industrial production in 1925 as a basis of 
comparison with an assigned value of 100, the index 
of production for 1940 would be 112 for Belgium, 
124 for America, 139 for Holland, 163 for Canada, 
206 for Russia, 209 for Greece, and 480 for Pales- 
tine. In interpreting these figures one must remem- 
ber that in 1925 Palestine’s industrial production 
was very small, which makes its subsequent expan- 
sion appear disproportionately great. But even if 
allowance is made for this factor, Palestine’s indus- 
trial development has been unusually rapid. 

During the war it has been further accelerated. 
production, measured in workdays, having grown 
250%. However, between one-quarter and one- 
third of industrial production is absorbed by the 
army, and Palestine industry will face the problem 
of finding markets for that part of its production 
after the war. 


Post-war international economic policy will ap- 
parently be expansionist in tendency. Purely finan- 
cial considerations will not be given much weight; 
the main object will be to effect the fullest possible 
employment of productive machinery and popula- 
tion. The adherents of such an economic policy 
maintain that the collapse of the whole economic 


and social structure can be avoided only if backward 
countries and continents are developed and the living 
standards of the millions of inhabitants of China, 
India, and the Middle East are raised. Only economic 
expansion on a very large scale, not restricted to the 
limits of what was once known as “sound finance,” 
can lead to “full employment.” The policy proposed 
bears much resemblance to that which brought about 
the tremendous wartime increase of consumption. 


Hope for the restoration of international free trade 
is organically bound up with an economic policy 
directed primarily toward the goal of full employ- 
ment. Such a policy, in fact, requires free trade in 
order to become practicable. It must lead to the 
abolition of protectionism and economic isolation, 
because its success depends upon increased consump- 
tion of goods and greater purchasing power among 
the population. In such an economic order there 
will be no danger of “dumping” and there will be 
no place for protective tariffs, just as there is no 
place for them in wartime. If a policy of this kind 
should actually be adopted, it would provide new 
markets for the existing capacity of Palestine industry, 
and for its steady growth through immigration. 

It is possible, however, that vested interests op- 
posed to the expansionist policy will prevail. This 
might well lead to a new period of want in the 
midst of plenty and, thus, to higher tariff walls. 
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Palestine would then be confronted with the prob- 
lem of setting up protective tariffs to match those 
of other countries, and of expanding its home mar- 
ket by increasing its population—chiefly through 
immigration. 

* * * 

The pessimistic picture drawn by various groups 
concerning Palestine’s industrial prospects is based 
on a combination of both the above possibilities, 
selecting only the negative features of each: on the 
one hand, free trade, and on the other a shrinking 
market; on the one hand, keen competition and a 
surplus production, on the other the absence of pro- 
tective tariffs. But this picture is not within reason. 
Should the progressive forces prevail, purchasing 
power will be increased everywhere. But should 
vested interests prove stronger, it is inconceivable 
that Palestine will remain a solitary island of free 
trade in a world of high tariffs. Whatever the course 
of world economic policy after the war, we may 
anticipate the continued growth of Palestine industry, 
if certain basic conditions are provided. 


First, there must be a continuance of immigration. 
The extraordinary growth of Palestine industry 
during the war has been caused by the prevailing 
“abnormal” conditions of competition. Industry 
functions, from the point of view of price, prac- 
tically in a vacuum, since virtually no competition 
by other countries exists. But that is not the only 
factor. An important element determining prices is 
the extent to which productive capacity is utilized. 
When the employment of productive capacity rose 
to 70%, 80%, or 100%, production became more 
profitable, and it was possible to pay far higher 
wages and charge lower prices than before the war, 
when only 30%, 40%, or 50% of machine 
capacity was used. Full utilization of industrial 
capacity during the war was a result of the demand 
for manufactured products by the army. After the 
war only a community constantly expanding through 
immigration can make it possible. 


This is also the basic requisite for creating new 
industrial undertakings. The primary pre-condition 
for the establishment of any industrial undertaking 
is a minimum local demand for its prod- 
ucts. Fifteen years ago it was altogether unthinkable 
that a large foundry or textile plant should exist in 
Palestine, for lack of the minimum local.demand 
for its products required by such an enterprise. An 
adequate home market was created during the period 
of large-scale immigration, and as a result such 
industries exist in Palestine today and were available 
for expansion to meet the demand created by the 
war. As yet there is not a large enough market in 
Palestine to establish even a small steel smelter, but 
with the growth of the Homeland it will not be long 
before the market is created. The same holds for 
other branches of production. 
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It is suggested in some quarters that Palestine 
industry could expand, without further immigration, 
through supplying manufactured goods now im- 
ported. There is no substance to this idea. The 
output of Palestine industry in 1943 has been 
estimated at about $180,000,000. Before the 
war the value of Palestine’s industrial production 
amounted to about $36,000,000. At that time, the 
value of industrial goods imported into Palestine 
was also about $36,000,000. Imports included a 
large proportion of manufactured goods which can- 
not be made in Palestine: it is estimated that only 
about $10,000,000 of pre-war industrial imports 
could be produced in Palestine. However, because 
of the difficult position of Palestine’s industry, even 
these products were not, in point of fact, displaced 
from the market, notwithstanding a certain measure 
of tariff protection, propaganda for home products, 
keen competition, and reduced prices. It is true that 
during the war certain plants were established pro- 
ducing articles included among imports. Yet it is 
hard to believe that after the war it will be possible 
to sell local industrial products on the Palestine 
market in competition with every item of the 
$10,000,000 volume formerly imported but capable 
of being locally manufactured. Even if this were 
possible, however, it would not solve the problem 
of marketing industrial products worth $60,000,000 
to $75,000,000,000, which would be the value of 
Palestine’s industrial production, on the basis of pre- 
war prices, in a state of “full employment.” 


This shows how dependent industry is on immi- 
gration. Yet, on the other hand, immigration also 
depends upon industrialization. The British econ- 
omist Colin Clark says that “an increase of working 
population burdens the economic position of a coun- 
try which is mainly employed in basic production 
(agriculture, raw materials, etc.) and is favorable 
to the economic position of a mainly industrial 
country. The evil results of the former phenomenon 
can be alleviated by a speedy transition of the popu- 
lation from basic production to industry.” To the 
extent that the process of industrialization becomes 
more rapid and more extensive, the absorptive capac- 
ities of the country will increase. The more a country 
is industrialized, the more advantageous a growth in 
its population. 

* * ¥ 


The second condition necessary for increased 
industrial production is an expansion of exports. Be- 
fore the war, Palestine’s industrial exports amounted 
to from five to seven per cent of production. During 
the war a number of branches developed, and in 
1942 industrial export amounted to about $9,500,- 
000, as against slightly more than $2,500,000 in 
1939. In large measure, the increase may be ascribed 
to the rise in prices; but, of course, prices have not 
risen by four and a half times. Exports were limited, 
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moreover, by wartime restrictions, difficulties in im- 
porting raw materials, the priority granted to pro- 
duction for the army, and the country’s isolation 
from nearly all those markets, except in the Middle 
East, which before the war used to absorb nearly 
the whole industrial output, with the exception of 
diamonds. Before the war total imports in the Mid- 
dle East, in the narrow sense of the word (Egypt, 
Iraq and Palestine), amounted to about $200,000,- 
000. In the regional economy set up during the 
war under the control of the Middle East Supply 
Board, Iran, Saudi-Arabia, Ethiopia, Malta, Somali- 
land, Sudan, Cyprus, Aden, Eritrea, and Libya were 
also included. 


The ability of industry to dispose of its products 
depends not only on expanded consumption and 
purchasing power, but also on the quality and price 
of goods. This is the most important factor in sales 
in the export market; and where there is no undue 
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tariff protection it is also the most important factor 
on the home market. Thus the future of Palestine 
industry is closely connected with local conditions 
affecting the quality and costs of industrial pro- 
duction. 

On these points, general tendencies of develop- 
ment are favorable for Palestine. All over the world 
the relative importance of “natural” conditions 
advantageous for industry is diminishing. The devel- 
opment and prospects of industry are no longer 
primarily dependent today on a local supply of raw 
materials and natural resources, but on quite differ- 
ent conditions, such as economic policy, the scope of 
the market, adequate capital, ability and initiative, 
the technical qualifications of employees, an “indus- 
trial atmosphere,” scientific institutions and experts. 

The development of Palestine’s industry is in a 
very large measure dependent on us—on our will 
and capacities, efforts and accomplishments. 


The Negro and the Vote 


by Dorothy Norman 


NE CANNOT help but rejoice about the Su- 

preme Court’s recent decision that the Texas 
“white primary” has been unconstitutional. The 
Court's ruling that the Negroes of Texas must be 
granted the right to vote in the Democratic pri- 
maries is an important step forward, despite the fact 
that pressures were immediately brought to bear by 
Southern reactionaries, to insure further barring of 
Negroes from the franchise, regardless of the de- 
cision of the highest court of the land. 


In order to understand the meaning of the Court's 
decision, it is necessary to realize that in most South- 
ern States it is a foregone conclusion that all Demo- 
cratic candidates will be elected. Therefore, due to 
the one party character of elections, it is at primaries, 
not at elections, that victories of candidates are in- 
sured, so that in being excluded from voting in pri- 
maries, one is actually being excluded from voting 
in elections. 


That South Carolina should already have arranged 
matters so that a new version of the “white pri- 
mary” is assured, is as reprehensible as the “white 
primary” itself. Steps have already been taken to 
make the party elections in South Carolina virtually 
a private matter. In spite of the 14th Amendment, 
such “private” devices, limiting the right to vote, are 
still numerous throughout the South. Fantastic edu- 
cational tests will interfere with the possibility of 
Negroes voting on the same basis as others, in many 
parts of the South. Registration difficulties persist. 


The poll tax in eight Southern states keeps just 
about 10,000,000 individuals from voting. 

Although 6,000,000 whites are kept from vot- 
ing, as against 4,000,000 Negroes, the main object 
of the poll tax, as of the ’white primaries” as well 
as of other restrictions, has been to keep the Negro 
from voting. 

This has been made perfectly clear in virtually 
every Southern state that insists on the divisibility 
of democracy. 

E. B. Germany, former chairman of the State 
Democratic Executive Committee of Texas, threat- 
ened that “since the national government, through 
the Federal Court, has ruled that the white Demo- 
crats may no longer choose their membership, I am 
willing to join a group of loyal, states rights Demo- 
crats, and set up a program.” 

Herbert Holmes, Mississippi chairman of the 
Democratic Executive Committee, stated “we will 
have a few states’ rights left, and one of our rights 
is to have Democratic primaries and say who shall 
vote in them. The Supreme Court or no one else can 
control a Democratic primary in Mississippi.” 

Although the Georgia State Democratic Commit- 
tee Chairman said that the Supreme Court action 
“was not a decision affecting the Georgia primary,” 
he added in mystifying fashion, “I would say the 
Negroes are not qualified to vote in the Democratic 
white primary in this State.” 

Sen. Burnet Maybank stated in unequivocal terms, 
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“Regardless of any Supreme Court decision and any 
laws that may be passed by Congress, we of the 
South will maintain our political and social institu- 
tions, as we believe them to be in the best interest of 
our people.” 

Sen. Maybank has been loath to see anything 
“upset our election laws and our custom of segrega- 
tion, which have proved mutually satisfactory to the 
vast majorities of both races in South Carolina.” He 
added: “The Supreme Court could not have picked 
a worse time to render its recent decision giving 
Negroes the right to vote in Texas primaries and 
thus stir up this subject.” He did not clarify why it 
is a “worse time.” 

II. 

An anti-poll tax bill that would rule out the poll 
tax in the Southern states has already been passed 
in the House. The present situation in the Senate 
is one that will bear careful watching. Sen. Bilbo of 
Mississippi has threatened to filibuster against pas- 
sage of the anti-poll tax bill in the Senate for 18 
months if need be. Plenty of others are ready to help 
him with his obstructionist tactics. 

Senator Ellender, Democrat, of Louisiana, is 
armed with 413 pages of printed matter, in four 
sections, comprising 182,550 words, as “ammuni- 
tion” for a filibuster against the anti-poll tax bill. 
Commenting on this printed matter, he said recently, 
“I figure these quotes, extracts from colonial history, 
debates during the Constitutional Convention and 
other historical matter will require 36 hours run- 
ning time to read.” All this, despite the fact that his 
Own state does not even have a poll tax. Nor is 
Justice Owen Roberts, who handed down the single 
dissenting opinion in the “White Primary case”, in 
the Supreme Court, a Southerner. 

Thus it becomes constantly clearer that those who 
are not very enthusiastic about democracy are indi- 
visible, whereas those who are supposedly for de- 
mocracy are not standing up too well for the indi- 
visibility of democracy itself. 

According to the National Committee to Abolish 
the Poll Tax, “In 1942, an average of only 3 per 
cent of the population in Alabama, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Texas and Virginia participated in Con- 
gressional elections. The poll tax prevented the 
others from voting. The average in the non-poll tax 
states was 25 per cent. 

“There are 79 poll-tax Representatives and 16 
poll-tax Senators in the United States Congress. 

“They control by chairmanship 17 of the 47 
standing committees of the House, 11 of the 33 of 
the Senate. 

“The poll tax perpetuates them in office. They 
grow in power as seniority rights give them control 
of more and more committees every year. 


“Their bloc of votes in Congress, combined with 
those of the opposition, is used at every opportunity 
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THE FORGOTTEN ALLY 


Making Converts to the Cause 
The disclosures Pierre van Paassen makes in his 


THE FORGOTTEN ALLY have resulted in some 
very interesting reactions on the part of his readers. 
Mr. Rudolf, cantor of the Barnet Memorial Temple 
of Paterson, New Jersey, informs us he had come 
upon an indignant letter against the White Paper, 
in a local newspaper, which had been contributed 
by a Gentile. The letter concluded with an appeal 
to Christians in America to rally to the support of 
the establishment of a Jewish National Homeland 
in Palestine, and a plea for the abrogation of the 
White Paper. Mr. Rudolf inquired regarding the 
writer of the letter and discovered that this non-Jew 
had received THE FORGOTTEN ALLY as a Christ- 
mas present from a niece, and that the book had 
inspired him to rally to the support of our people. 
From a hard-bitten New York attorney, the chairman 
of the Businessmen’s Committee for Histadrut, who re- 
ceived a letter which states, among other things: 

"| have read with keen interest Pierre van Paassen's THE 
FORGOTTEN ALLY. Apart from the great stimulation one 
always receives from his books, | was thrilled with the chapter 
THE BEST KEPT SECRET IN THE WAR which deals with the |f 
participation of Palestine's Jews in the war effort." ' 

An old time Zionist and a friend, George Wise, 
informs us that although he was aware of our 
military efforts in the Near East, he was thrilled by 
the actual facts and figures as given in the book, 
and he proceeded to have the book mailed to fifty 
important non-Jews. 

A soldier from Leavenworth writes that THE FOR- 
GOTTEN ALLY 

"|. . opens a subject about which | knew nothing, but in 
which | have great interest, being a serviceman myself. | 
think we should know of what is being done to the Jews in 
Palestine for it is similar treatment of them in occupied coun- 
tries that we so abhor.” 

As can be noted from the following excerpts, that 
chapter of the book, THE BEST KEPT SECRET OF THE WAR, 
is indeed most vividly written: 

"In that fateful hour when Britain's fate hung in the balance 
and when Rommel boasted that as far as he was concerned, 
it was all over but the shouting, the little land of Palestine 
placed at the disposal of the British Empire and its armies 
in the Near East an industrial apparatus of seven thousand 
factories, large and small.” 

"Thirty odd thousand Jews were taken into the British 
Eighth army and into the Palestinian home guard forces.” ... 
"Jewish Palestine contributed more effectively to the repulse 
of the Axis advance upon Syria, Iraq, Egypt and Suez Canal, 
to the triumph of British arms in Ethiopia, Eritrea and 
Somaliland, and to the final liberation of the Libyan and | 
Tripolitanian coastal regions than the fifty times larger popu- 
lations of the Arab countries combined." 

The Palestine Histadrut Campaign of Greater New 
York Business and Industry, has started a campaign for | 




















the distribution of this book. It is sending it on ap- 
proval to persons who either apply for it directly, or 
whose names are suggested to the committee. 

Thus far, excellent results have been obtained. The 
committee is requesting all who are interested in the 
cause to send lists of likely readers to its headquarters 
at 45 East 17th Street, New York 3, N. Y. | 


The Palestine Histadrut Campaign of 
Greater New York Business and Industry, 
45 East I7th Street, New York 3, N. Y. 
Please send me, on approval, THE FORGOTTEN 
ALLY by Pierre van Paassen. 
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to defeat the Administration’s progressive and win- 
the-war policies and measures. 

“On the floor of Congress they defend lynching, 
anti-Negro discrimination and anti-Semitism . . . 

“They feel no responsibility except to the 3 per 
cent of the people of their constituencies who are 
allowed to vote. 

“Mississippi is an example of how the poll tax 
works. A poll tax of $2 must be paid for the pri- 
vilege of voting—$4 if it was not paid the year be- 
fore. In that state the average income is $203 a 
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year. With poverty like this, men and women can- 
not afford to pay what amounts to half a week or 
one week’s income for the privilege of voting.” 

An analysis of the eight poll tax states with a 
population of $24,000,000 (Alabama, Arkansas, 
Georgia, Mississippi, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Texas, and Virginia) as compared with eight free 
states with the same total population (Kansas, 
Illinois, Minnesota, Missouri, Iowa, South Dakota, 
Nebraska, and Indiana) yields the fact that the poll 
tax states elected 78 congressmen in 1940, with 
2,746,000 votes, whereas in the free states it took 
11,800,000 votes to elect 84 congressmen. 

The crucial vote on the poll tax is actually the 
vote on cloture, for unless cloture is invoked in the 
Senate, debate or more precisely a “filibuster” will 
keep the Senate from voting on this bill. This means 
that the most important thing that citizens can now 
do is to take responsibility for securing written com- 
mitments from all Senators to stop the filibuster that 
is threatened and that will keep the bill from com- 
ing to a vote. It is necessary to urge that all Sena- 
tors be present in the Senate to vote for cloture, to 
submit to no “gentleman’s agreement” to drop the 
case, as was done last year, to vote for cloture so that 
the threatened filibuster may be defeated, and then 
to vote for the bill. 

The interference with the franchise for Negroes 
in the South is not our sole crime against them. 

Anyone who sincerely believes in democracy and 
wishes to protect it for all alike would do well to 
look into local, community situations everywhere, 
in every state of the Union with regard to the Negro. 

It is safe to say that unless all conditions for the 
Negro are improved, there is little chance that con- 
ditions regarding the franchise will be improved. 
The right to vote is one of the elementary rights of 
individuals living in what is supposed to be a de- 
mocracy. The Negroes will gain the right to vote 
as the state of our democracy itself improves. De- 
mocracy will improve if our oppressed are given the 
right to vote. The circle is a vicious one at present. 
The nature of the circle can be changed. It will be 
changed if everyone makes an honest, vigorous at- 
tempt to change it. 

What affects any of us, affects everyone of us. 
It is not enough to berate the South, and then to 
close our eyes to what happens elsewhere. It is not 
enough merely to be interested in the fate of the 
Chinese or the Jews or the Christians or the Mos- 
lems or the Hindus. We must be interested in the 
fate of all groups everywhere. What happens to the 
Negro, as the most discriminated against minority 
in America, can serve as an accurate barometer that 
can show us clearly how democracy is working at 
home, and how it will fare for others everywhere in 
the world that we are building—each and every 
moment,—now, 




















May, 1944 


27 


“The Protestant’ Hunts a Witch 


fe ge OF the nastier features of cur- 
rent journalism in past months 
has been the private feud carried on 
publicly -by THE PROTESTANT against 
the American Jewish Committee. In 
the mess of innuendo, charges and 
counter-charges that have been freely 
flung about on all sides, it is very diffi- 
cult to isolate the real issues involved. 
One of the chief grievances that THE 
PROTESTANT seems to cherish against 
the American Jewish Committee is 
that the Committee, as the magazine 
charges, has been making an attempt 
to cut down the circulation of THE 
PROTESTANT and the influence of its 
editor, and the chairman of the Text- 
book Commission to Eliminate Anti- 
Semitic Statements in American Text- 
books, Kenneth Leslie. 

I shall not attempt to judge whether 
THE PROTESTANT follows a Commu- 
nist line or does not; whether it is 
anti-Catholic as the Committee charges, 
or only anti-Vatican, as THE PROTES- 
TANT claims. It is no concern of mine 
whether or not the American Jewish 
Committee was acting within its com- 
mercial rights or breaching a contract 
when, after paying for a certain num- 
ber of issues of THE PROTESTANT, it 
refused to circulate them on the 
grounds that it did not approve of 
certain editorial views of Mr. Leslie’s, 
which were printed in the magazine 
but not shown to the Committee in 
advance, despite an agreement to that 
effect. I have not been called for jury 
service to judge whether the American 
Jewish Committee’s alleged campaign 
against THE PROTESTANT has injured 
the business interests of that magazine; 
or whether the charges made by the 
Committee against Kenneth Leslie are 
misrepresented or false. And, if THE 
PROTESTANT had confined itself to 
“defending its honor” and attacking its 
“calumniators” within the limits of 
professional ethics, I should not con- 
cern myself with the whole question, 
however it might impress me. It is a 
matter of taste, no doubt, if a periodi- 
cal choses to use its own pages instead 
of the libel courts to seek redress for 
what it regards as damaging misrepre- 
sentation. 

But in the latest issue of THE PRO- 
TESTANT there is an editorial state- 
ment couched in such terms and argued 
with such extreme duplicity that 
it cannot be passed over in silence. 
This editorial is the culmination of a 
series of articles by Joseph Brainin and 
editorial remarks by Kenneth Leslie in 


by Ben Halpern 


which the attack against the American 
Jewish Committee has frequently been 
made in terms only flimsily supported 
by the evidence offered. Brainin’s 
articles particularly have used a scat- 
tering of factual charges together with 
a great heap of insinuations and non- 
sequiturs, of “presumablies” and “ap- 
parentlies,” in what can only be de- 
scribed as a smear campaign. Yet, 
even in Brainin’s articles, some effort 
was made to produce an effect of veri- 
similitude and the appearance of re- 
lying on evidence in drawing the por- 
trait of the American Jewish Com- 
mittee. THE PROTESTANT’s editorial 
in its May issue is so composed that, far 
from achieving whatever object it has 
in view, it can only serve to discredit 
its author. 

Let the reader himself judge what 
can be thought of an editorialist who 
would write the following sentences: 

“, . . The American Jewish Com- 
mittee and its National Conference of 
Christians and Jews have their real 
source in the Christian Front, which 
is the American form of clerical Fas- 
cism, a front for anti-democratic Fas- 
cist forces im all three faiths.” (My 
italics. ) 

“Rabbi——— has correctly put his 
finger upon the cruel role the American 
Jewish Committee is playing in pre- 
venting the shocking truth about the 
rise of anti-Semitism from being made 
public. This is being done (whether 
every American Jewish Committee 
member knows it or not) so that the 
public may be caught off guard when 
‘the Jews’ will be substituted for the 
Axis as our enemy. 

“It is just that bad. For whatever 
reason, whether the American Jewish 
Committee simply distrusts democracy 
and its process of open publicity, or 
knowingly wills Fascism (don’t be 
shocked, human beings DO turn into 
Fascists), the American Jewish Com- 
mittee prefers to bargain with Fas- 
cists (whether, 1 repeat, as friends or 
enemies) behind closed doors.” (Italics 
mine. ) 

One need not be a partisan of the 
American Jewish Committee to read 
these insinuations with as much amaze- 
ment as disgust. What is THE PRO- 
TESTANT saying? That the American 
Jewish Committee, ostensibly organ- 
ized for the defense of Jewish interests, 
is actually a “front” for the anti- 
Semitic Christian Front; that its pur- 
pose is to prevent the American public 
from understanding the menace of 


anti-Semitism, so that when native 
Fascists, after the war, open a drive 
against the Jews in the attempt to 
obtain control of our country, the pub- 
lic will be taken by surprise; and finally 
that all this is being done deliberately, 
with the knowledge and approval, if 
not of all American Jewish Committee 
members, then at least of its leaders. 
This is the plain meaning of what THE 
PROTESTANT attempts to convey under 
the smokescreen of its dark hints. 

What evidence is offered in proof 
of these shocking allegations? Noth- 
ing. Not a word; not a single tangible 
fact. 

There has not been a lower display 
of demagoguery since Martin Dies’ re- 
ply to Walter Winchell. 


* * * 


THE PROTESTANT protests that it 
loves democracy. If this is a sample of 
the service that its editor is prepared 
to do for the love of democracy, then 
he is a false lover indeed. The free 
press of this country has always boasted 
proudly that it knows no rule but that 
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(NEAR KINGSTON) 
FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 
FULL SEASON — $250 ° HALF SEASON — $130 
DR. C. AARON PINTA, Cultural Director 
AGES FROM FIVE TO SIXTEEN THREE HOURS FROM NEW YORK 
“The Only Religious Zionist Camp of Its Kind” 
Boating, Canoeing, Rifle Range, Swimming Pool, Horseback Riding. 
ALL ATHLETIC AND SPORTS FACILITIES. 

Fishing, Dramatics, Gardening, Palestine Life and Cultural Programs. Strictly Kosher. 


CAMP HACHSHARA, 1133 Broadway, New York City ° WAtkins 9-5725 
Sponsored by Hapoel Hamizrachi of America 
-— FINEST ACCOMMODATIONS FOR PARENTS — 











CAMP PONTIAC 
WEST COPAKE, NEW YORK 
305 BROADWAY °° WOrth 2-5466 
Nestled in the Berkshires on beautiful Lake Rhoda, 110 miles from 
New York. An ideal camp for the American Jewish Youth. 
BOYS - GIRLS * $335.00 PER SEASON 
Arts and Crafts 
Directors: Georce Rosenperc, Health Education Teacher, City School System; 
Physical Director, East Midwood Jewish Center, Brooklyn. 
7307 195th Street, Flushing, L. L—MlIssouri 7-1234 
Irvinc Horowitz, Caterer of Mt. Eden Center, Bronx, New York. 
1725 Morris Avenue, Bronx—Tel. LU 7-0438 
010. AEE 














19TH SEASON 
CAMP NAHAR — For Boys 
CAMP NAOMI — For Girls 


ON BEAUTIFUL SCHROON LAKE PROGRESSIVE CAMPING. All Land and Water 
In the Heart of the Adirondack Mountains Sports. Horseback Riding. Physical Fitness Pro- 
All Lake & Water Sports « Dietary Laws gram, Manual Skills, Farming and Gardening. 
Featuring this year: Work Projects. MODERN JEWISH CULTURAL 
VICTORY GARDENS ¢ CHICKEN RAISING PROGRAM. Dietary Laws. 
Est. in 1922 — Fee $375 


For Boys-CAMP MODIN-For Girls 


Canaan, Maine 


Directors: 


Hyman E. Goldin Mrs. Bella M. Goldin : 
1547 45th Street 2285 Ocean Avenue Weite for beokiet or phone: 
Brooklyn, N. Y. Brooklyn, N. Y. MRS. 1. B. BERKSON, Executive Director 


Windsor 8-0164 ESplanade 6-0907 8 West 40th St. PE 6-8576 New York City 























JEWISH FRONTIER 


of its own conscience. THE PROTES- 
TANT itself declares in its advertise- 
ments that it deserves the title of “The 
Magazine that Recognizes the Truth as 
its Only Censor.” But what kind of 
“truth” is it that permits THE PROTES- 
TANT to pillory an enemy for crimes 
never proven against him, with no 
basis except perhaps the emotional 
conviction that one so hated is capable 
of anything? 

Whatever the nature of that internal 
censorship which permits the editor of 
THE PROTESTANT to “smear” his foes 
with calumnies unsupported by evi- 
dence, by means of innuendo and in- 
direction, let him not delude himself 
that he can pose, while so doing, as a 
friend of democracy. It is no service 
to a system based on free speech when 
its journals lose all sense of their re- 
sponsibility for what they say, and for- 
get what is due to their own profes- 
sion, to the public they serve, and to 
the very opponents, whom they wish 
to defeat. In a competition of dema- 
goguery and poison-pen journalism, 
the totalitarian mind for which the 
end justifies every means, would have 
every advantage over a free press which 
recognizes the truth as its censor. The 
strength of a democratic press can only 
lie in the respect it evokes in a demo- 
cratic public, and the contempt of the 
conniving and false tactics of the anti- 
democrats which it inculcates. But if a 
professed democratic journalist himself 
stoops to the “smear” technique, then 
indeed he delivers the keys of the cita- 
del into the hands of the enemy. 

THE PROTESTANT protests that it is 
a friend of the Jews. But it is clear 
that its editor understands us very 
little. We Jews have suffered countless 
years because of lies and calumnies 
which were accepted by our neighbors 
without examination and without ques- 
tioning, simply because they hated us. 
We cannot regard anyone as a true 
friend who is an irresponsible adver- 
sary, who yields to his hatred, who does 
not hold justice and truth near to his 
heart. 
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In your last issue, there appeared an 
article by Mary Mix, entitled “Spring- 
field—The Town that Fights Intoler- 
ance.” This article was of unusual 
interest to me for two reasons. First, 
I was a resident of Springfield for 
many years and, during that time, was 
an officer in the City Government. I 
am, therefore, more than a little ac- 
quainted with the City, its population 
and its problems. The second reason 
for my interest was the fact that the 
article discussed the so-called “Spring- 
field Plan” which aims toward the 
elimination of bigotry and prejudice 
from the minds of the people of 
Springfield. As a Jew, I was exceed- 
ingly interested in this second aspect, 
and I read with great interest the 
analysis which was presented. 


I feel that the point of view ex- 
pressed by the author of the article, 
although not dangerous, was very mis- 
leading and perhaps, if allowed to re- 
main unanswered, would become dan- 
gerous. The author states that 
Springfield was chosen for this edu- 
cational experiment because it was a 
typical conservative community. The 
introduction of Professor Clyde Mil- 
ler’s program, in the opinion of the 
author, has wrought great changes in 
the attitudes and conduct of the Spring- 
field people. This is not a true analysis 
and does not reflect fairly on either 
the City of Springfield or the “Spring- 
field Plan.” In truth, the “Springfield 
Plan” did bear excellent fruit, but the 
seeds were planted in soil already rich 
with other endowments. 


There are few cities in America 
which possess the educational and 
artistic facilities of Springfield. The 
great library on State Street which has 
a well stocked reference room, music 
collection and great circulating depart- 
ment, plays a major role in the life of 
Springfield. The Museum of Fine Arts 
with its many buildings makes another 
important contribution to the life of 
the Springfield community. The mus- 
ical season in Springfield is rich and 
diversified. The great concert series 
bring to the community the finest 
talent on the American concert stage. 
Springfield possessed a fine symphony 
orchestra. This was abandoned during 
the depression years but has since 
been renewed. Springfield nestles in 
the heart of great college country. 
Within a radius of 35 miles, we find 
Smith College, Springfield College, 
American National College, Mt. Holy- 
oke, University of Connecticut and a 
number of Catholic colleges. The 
churches of Springfield have made 
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Best Wishes 
fora 
HAPPY SHEVUOTH 


...and for Victory and 
Peace for all mankind! 


- THE HOUSE OF CALVERT 


CALVERT DISTILLERS CORPORATION ¢« NEW YORK CITY 
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CAMP MA-KA-BEE 


SPRING GLEN, N. Y. 


Two hours and forty minutes from New York City. Elevation 1400 feet. 
Accessible by all mountain buses and train. 


Baseball, Basketball, Handball, Tennis, Swimming, Fishing, Arts and 
Crafts, Nature Lore, Etc.—Strictly Kosher Food—Two Kitchens. 


Educational Progressive Program — Modern Palestinian Culture. 


AGES — 4 TO 15 YEARS 


Artistic Environment ° Tuition—$250.00 


Directors: 


JUDAH GOLDMAN +* ANNE GOLDMAN 
2894 Grand Concourse Bronx, N. Y. 


Tel.: FOrdham 4-4355 
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Save A. Jewish Child! 


ASSURE THE FUTURE OF OUR PEOPLE 








As the Nazi menace engulfs the remaining Jewish communities in the 
Balkans, all our efforts must be directed towards immediate rescue of 
all those who may yet be saved. Among those who may be snatched 
from imminent death are thousands of children who can be brought 
into Palestine where they will be given a new lease on life. 


During the past year hundreds of Jewish children, rescued 
from ghettos, concentration camps and extermination centers, 
have begun life anew within the institutions of the 
Worxkinc Women’s CounciL 1N PALESTINE through the 


CHILD RESCUE FUND 


of the 
Pioneer Women’s Organization 


YOU, TOO, CAN SAVE A CHILD 
THROUGH OUR 


“Hal Birthday Plan 


THIS IS THE EIGHTEENTH BIRTHDAY 
The “Hai” Year of the 
PIONEER WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION 
Let the “Hai” (Life) symbol be the bridge between 


us and the new lives we are rehabilitating in Palestine. 


FORM A “‘HAI’’ BIRTHDAY GROUP 
in your family, club, community . . . 
in groups of 18 for the maintenance of a child. 


ADOPT A CHILD 


It will cost you $240 to adopt a child for one year through the Child 
Rescue Fund. The actual cost of maintenance is now almost double this 
amount. The Working Women’s Council, of whieh the Pioneer Women’s 
Organization is the American agency, supplies the difference for the 
hundreds of children admitted into its institutions. 


The “CHILD RESCUE FUND” Gives 
Life to Children Otherwise Doomed 


CHILD RESCUE FUND 
PIONEER WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION 
45 East 17th Street 

New York 3, N. Y. 


[] I wish to join a “Hai” Birthday group. Please send further 
particulars. 


C) I am enclosing check in the sum Of $e towards the 
maintenance of a child through the Child Rescue Fund. 


NAME 





ADDRESS, 





CITY, ZONE AND STATE 
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JEWISH FRONTIER 


tremendous contributions to the cul- 
tural life of the City. 


There is no real slum area in the 
entire City. The community is sur- 
prisingly free from political machines. 
The men who serve in the Legislature 
serve gratis. The Mayor of the City 
receives a salary less than a high 
school principal in New York City. 
The number of salaried positions 
which can be filled by the Mayor are 
less than five. The members of the 
Commissions which govern the City, 
including the License Commission and 
the Planning Board, serve without 
salary. 


The proof of the tolerance which 
existed in Springfield before the intro- 
duction of the “Springfield Plan” can 
be found in the fact that the City au- 
thorities allowed the plan to be tried 
in the school system. How many other 
cities would have allowed this “new 
fangled idea” to be tried? Miss Mix 
states “At Christmas time, their page- 
ants included the Jewish Chanukah or 
‘Feast of Lights’ as well as the Chris- 
tian story of Christ’s birth.” The exist- 
ence of such a program preceded the 
introduction of the “Springfield Plan.” 
Miss Bowker, principal of the Wash- 
ington Street School in Springfield, 
had, as early as 1938, worked out a 
Chanukah-Christmas celebration. Miss 
Bowker, a Christian woman, deserves 
much credit for introducing this inno- 
vation into her school. This is not 
an isolated instance of the attitude and 
spirit which prevailed in the Spring- 
field school system for many years 
before 1940. 


The “Springfield Plan” will prove 
fruitful in many communities, but 
only where the ground has been made 
fertile by the elimination of slum 
areas, by providing adequate school 
facilities, library facilities, artistic and 
cultural facilities. These are prerequi- 
sites to the so-called “Springfield Plan.” 
There is a greater Springfield plan 
than the one introduced by Professor 
Miller. It is the plan of an American 
city to conduct itself along the lines 
of the best and finest in the American 
tradition. 


This letter is not intended as an 
advertisement for Springfield. Nor is 
it a negation of the “Springfield Plan.” 
It is an attempt to prevent citizens of 
other communities from using the 
“Springfield Plan” as a “cure-all” when 
those things which are basic to the 
wellbeing of a community are not 
present. 


Sincerely yours, 
RABBI JUDAH CAHN. 

















May, 1944 
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; 2 JEWISH NATIONAL WORKERS’ 
ALLIANCE OFFERS EVERY THOUGHTFUL JEW A FULL PROGRAM 
OF ACTION WITH COOPERATIVE FRATERNAL BENEFITS. 





Activitios. of the Allianca 


The Alliance participates in every activity 
leading to the improvement of the condi- 
tion of the Jewish masses in this country 
and abroad. 


lt helps the upbuilding of the Jewish Com- 
monwealth in Palestine and supports the 
Histadrut, economically and politically, in 
all its undertakings. 


The Alliance is vitally interested in the 
preservation and further development of 
Jewish culture. 


Bonofits of the Alliance 


The Alliance offers its members and their 
families Life, Disability (Health and 
Accident), Hospitalization, and Juvenile 


Insurance. 


It also has a Relief Fund for needy mem- 
bers and a Special Fund for the aged. 


The Alliance’‘s Insurance plans are based 
on a modern scientific system. 





The Alliance’s present membership is over 20,000. 


The Alliance’s Insurance held by members totals $8,165,193.00. 
The Alliance has already paid in benefits $1,666,674.18. 
The Alliance now has assets amounting to $1,152,674.18. 


The Alliance plans to raise during the year 1944, more than one 


million dollars for Jewish national and local needs, including $500,000.00 for the 
Geverkshaften Campaign for the Histadrut, $300,000.00 for the United Jewish Appeal, 


$150,000.00 for the Jewish National Fund, and 
considerable sums for Jewish cultural and public 


institutions. 


Write to: 


Jewish National Workers Alliance 


45 East 17TH STREET 





Join the Alliance ! 





Phone: 
STUYVESANT 
New York 3, N. Y. 9-4677 


























REPORT OF H.J. HEINZ COMPANY 
TO HOUSEWIVES AND GROCERS ABOUT 


HEINE Kosher 
CONDENSED SOURS 





NATION'S MENUS UNDERGO CHANGE 
Meal-planning in America has undergone important changes since war 


began. For example, soups are frequently used as main courses — 
oO su ment menus lacking in vegetables, meat and milk. 


Thus, demand for soups quickly increased...one reason why the limited 
supply of Heinz Soups, which the government allowed us to produce 
last year, was soon exhausted. An equally important reason is the 
remendous popularity of new Heinz Condensed Soups. 


NEW SOUPS ENTHUSIASTICALLY EIVED 
Perfected immediately after the government tin-restriction order 
stopped the production of ready-to-serve Heinz Soups, the new Heinz 
Condensed Soups were received enthusiastically. For they have the rich 
flavor and hearty nourishment which made our pre-war soups so famous. 


ALLOTMENT _ INCREASED 
Because our soup allotment for 1944 has been officially increased, 


there will b reater suppl nd larger variety of Heinz Condensed 
Soups available to housewives. You'll find a number of your favorites 
on your grocer's shelves. 

FAIR DISTRIBUTION 
Heinz Condensed Soups are distributed equally through Heinz branches 
from coast to coast. Thus you ar ble to t ur fair share of 
the available supply. 
And when you do get Heinz Condensed Soups, you'll 
find they're just as grand a buy for your ration 


points as for your pennies. They are the most 
nourishing, delicious and economical condensed 


soups our skilled chefs can produce. 





FOUR @ KINDS _TO CHOOSE FROM! 


On the labels of four Heinz Condensed Soups, 
you will find the @seal of approval of the 
UNION OF ORTHODOX JEWISH CONGREGATIONS OF 
AMERICA. Three of these soups are milchig. 
They are: Heinz Condensed Cream of Tomato 
Soup, Heinz Condensed Cream of Green Pea Soup 
and Heinz Condensed Cream of Mushroom Soup. 


One variety is pareve. It is Heinz Condensed 
Vegetarian Vegetable Soup. 


SNECE: HE O@nVANIEn IES 


SS sells 














